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interviews with such former members as Aaron Roitman and Harold 
Sydney. In 1960 the troop held a reunion attended by some forty former 
Scouts at which Chief Scout Executive J. Harold Williams was the 
principal guest. That they have held reunions which were so well-attended 
reflects the impact which the years of scouting with this troop had on its 
members. 

N. Russell Swartz illustrated the high quality of its leaders with these 
examples: "Three leaders were Scoutmaster A1 Geffner, Assistant Scout-
master Harold Sydney, and Senior Patrol Leader Sidney Kane. Scout 
folks who read their Bibles and prayer books properly realize how hard 
it is to measure up to Jewish and Scouting teachings. And those who 
have had the personal pleasure to meet and know Messrs. Geffner, Syd-
ney, and Kane will feel personal pride when they realize that in these 
modern days of distractions from rather than attractions to what is best 
in Jewish life these three fellows—good Scouts all—are seeing to it that 
those who are members in Troop Ten shall—with their encouragement 
and teaching—grow up right in both individual, community and, of course, 
Jewish helpfulness and manliness. . . ." These three men, Swartz claim-
ed, were responsible for demonstrating to those present at Parents Night 
what Scouting really meant and the result of discipline on the boys them-
selves. About Scoutmaster Geffner he wrote: "He took the troop from 
its start and made of it a unit of manliness, leading the Scouts by ex-
ample to show the world what true Americans should be". About Har-
old Sydney: "Scout folks and other friends of his have watched his phy-
sical, moral, and mental growth. His every word and deed spell helpful-
ness, preparedness and good cheer." And regarding Sydney Kane: "He 
is not only wealthy in world's goods, his is a cheerful smile and he both 
disciplines and cheers his boys on to greater usefulness and manliness." 

T R O O P 5 

Herman S. Galkin, who was with the Boy Scout movement since its 
inception in Rhode Island, felt that there was a great need for a troop 
of Boy Scouts composed entirely of Jewish boys. By organizing such a 
troop, not only would he interest these boys in routine scout work, but 
would be successful in arousing their interest in Jewish studies and 
activities. One of the troops which he established was chartered as Troop 
5 and met at the Hebrew Educational Institute at 65 Benefit Street. It 
was formed about 1920, Galkin believes. Among the early leaders of 
this troop were Aaron Norman, Assistant Scoutmaster; Joseph Pulver and 
Edward Gertsacov, Acting Scoutmasters; and Sydney Rabinowitz, Senior 
Patrol Leader. 
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A prominent activity of Troop 5, undertaken in 1921, was their work 
in radio then in its infancy. Initial steps in the radio work were taken 
when Herman Galkin, then Assistant Scoutmaster, built a loose coupler 
set. The boys searched the air for newly organized broadcasting stations 
during the winter of 1921-1922. Their enthusiasm led to the purchase 
of a larger receiving set and amplifier, popularly called a loud speaker, 
which enabled them to bring in stations from greater distances and fur-
nish their friends with more varied entertainment. Their work with radio 
was carried on in an area on the top floor of the Heberw Educational 
Institute which they called "The Wireless Den" (see picture page 349). 
Radio station KDKA at Pittsburgh was immensely popular at the time, 
although they were able to receive signals from many other stations at 
similar or greater distances.8 

Soon radio was used not only for the entertainment of members of 
the troop, but also to provide music for the Sunday evening meetings 
of the YMHA and YWHA housed in the same building. The troop 
found other ways of utilizing their radio expertise to do "good turns". 
They installed a receiving set at the Jewish Orphanage. Assisted by Sta-
tion 1-AMD, Pawtucket, Howard Thornley in charge, they sent a spe-
cial program through the air to the orphanage. "Mr. Thornley had been 
given the names of some of the children at the orphanage, and he spoke 
to them during the course of the program. The whole event was so 
mystifying to the youngsters that they shouted answers to the announcer, 
most of them believing that he would be able to hear them over the 
wonder instrument which was entertaining them."0 

Further, Herman Galkin (see picture, page 349) convinced the di-
rectors and officers of the Rhode Island Hospital to allow his boys to 
install a set in one of the large wards. He had had a great deal of diffi-
culty in overcoming their concern that there might be danger from fire 
induced through the receiving set. "You will never realize how much that 
meant to the poor sick people in that ward," recalled Galkin. 

Swartz commented thus on the radio set-up in Rhode Island Hospital: 

To those patients in Ward C at the Rhode Island Hospital, who 
were never offered the opportunity of acquainting themselves with 
the real spirit of Jewish idealism, were given that opportunity by 
the Troop Five Boy Scouts of America on Sunday evening, Decem-
ber 23. As the announcer at WJAR, the Outlet Company, said to 
his radio audience, "This concert has been supplied especially for 
Boy Scouts of Troop 5 who are giving concerts at the Rhode Island 
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Radio room at the YMHA building on Benefit Street. Herman Gal-
km at right. 

Boy Scouts of Troop 5, Providence, entertaining patients at Rhode 
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Hospital. We hope they will enjoy it. These scouts are to be thanked 
for their thoughtfulness". Also, Roxy at the Capitol Theatre broad-
casting station in New York made reference to Troop 5 and its 
good turns. "Roxy" is Mr. Rothofel*, owner of the Capitol Theatre. 

Because of the primitive state of radio at that time (1922) as Galkin 
recalled it, they could not always depend upon the reception by their 
sets of signals from the radio stations. They protected themselves when 
broadcasting to a home for the aged, a hospital, or other group by having 
a live program in progress simultaneously at Thornley's home on Bel-
mont Street in Pawtucket. Their set could be tuned in to a transmitter at 
his home, which broadcast live music under the direction of Israel Lewis, 
a cellist and teacher; with Sidney B. Lewis, violinist; and Edith B. Lewis, 
pianist. 

Other beneficiaries of the Troop 5 radio set-up were the residents 
of the Home for Aged Women on Tockwotten Street, who were enter-
tained in the same manner as were the hospital patients. Regarding these 
programs Swartz commented in his column: "lit is to be grieved that 
many of the old ladies there happen to be hard of hearing. In fact, some 
of them are deaf. Scoutmaster Galkin overcame many of these cases by 
supplying them with phones so that almost every lady was able to get 
the program which was given. It is amusing to observe how pleased these 
ladies are to be thus entertained, and their antics show how they marvel 
at the wonder of hearing from the outside world again." 

"Further recognition of Troop Five's reputation in radio work was 
made when Joe Galkin was chosen to take charge of the radio booth at 
the Patrol Leaders' Conference held last week. He chose a committee 
to assist him comprised of other Scouts of Troop Five," wrote Swartz in 
another column. 

During the winter season of 1922-1923 a Radio Club was formed 
within the troop with Aaron Norman as instructor. Norman was an 
experienced wireless operator. He made it a rule that each boy must 
build a set of his own, but that first he must master the code. These boys 
continued to set up radio receivers in various places—at the Providence 
City Hospital tuberculosis ward, in homes for the aged and infirm, and 
in the homes of shut-ins. 

The remarkable work performed by these scouts was recognized in 
December 1923, when they won a contest run by Radio Broadcast 
Magazine of New York, in which they competed against all Boy Scout 

*Samuel L. Rothafel, New York theater executive. 
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troops in America. The award honored the many achievements of Troop 
5 in promoting radio technology among its members. Their activities 
were described in an article written by scouts Louis B. Rubinstein and 
Joseph Galkin, covering a period of almost two years up to the date of 
the contest. The award was acknowledged by National Scout Executive 
James E. West,* who headed the Boy Scouts of America and was editor-
in-chief of Boy's Life. Thus Troop 5 became known throughout the 
country for its remarkable work with radio. Galkin has in his files many 
letters of congratulation on the work done by his scouts. One such 
letter was written by Isaac Woolf, President of Hebrew Educational 
Institute, dated December 18, 1923: "At a meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Hebrew Educational Institute a unanimous vote of con-
gratulations was extended to Troop Five for their excellent work with 
radio. The Board was very much pleased to hear that out of 15,000 
troops in the United States Troop Five was the successful winner of the 
Radio Set." 

The early radio program of Troop 5 provided many young persons an 
opportunity to hear historic broadcasts such as that reported by Swartz 
in his column: 

On Monday evening Acting Scoutmaster Herman S. Galkin in-
vited a number of friends as well as members of the Junior Society 
of the Institute and members of the Fifth Troop to the Wireless Den 
on the top floor of the Institute where all heard a remarkable and 
interesting radio program, the feature of which was an address 
by President Coolidge commemorative of the late President Hard-
ing. It was a wonderful impressive and sincere eulogy. 

Although the radio aspect of the Troop 5 activities received much 
publicity, it was but a portion of the overall program of the troop. Troop 
5 presented before the members of the Men's Club of Temple Beth-
El a play written, directed, and acted solely by themselves. It was 
titled: "Scouting in our Community" (see program, page 352). 

Troop 5 is one of the oldest in Providence. Its Scoutmaster is 
Joe Pulver. . . . this troop shows what Boy Scouts of America 
really is. Their cheering is wonderful. It rings true. It is so too in 
their various activities like boxing, test passing, business meetings, 
etc. Basketball especially against opposing teams is a favorite sport 
with them too, but best of all they demonstrate a wonderful spirit 
in thoughtfulness of others.10 

^'National Chief Scout Executive from 1911 to 1945. 


