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Foreword 
~§~:t1IHE 401st Telegraph Battalion was the outcome of the formation of the 

Fifth Reserve Telegraph Battalion from the employees of the New Eng
land Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

Acting under the direction of the signal officer of the Department of 
the East, and in conjunction with Chief Engineer Carty of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, Chief Engineer Manson, during the month of April, 1917, 
began to organize the Fifth Reserve Telegraph Battalion. 

Applications to join the organization were received from more than 1,300 male 
employees, and, from these, selections were made to include in the personnel of the 
organization, men capable of handling all branches of telephone work. 

During the latter part of May and the early part of June, 1917, the selected appli
cants were given a medical examination and enlisted in the Reserve Corps of the 
United States Army. The full strength authorized for a Telegraph Battalion was at 
that time 215 men, and to obtain this complement it was necessary to examine but 
225, the rejections for physical reasons beipg but about five per cent,- a remarkable 
showing. 

After taking the oath, the men resumed their normal occupations until called to 
active service October 4, 1917, reporting at Camp Devens, Mass. Meantime the 
officers selected from employees of the Company had received commissions in the 
Officers' Reserve Corps, and, with the exception of Major Manson, had attended 
the first training camp of Signal Corps officers at Little Silver, N. J. 

It was a matter of deep regret at the time, and has ever been since then, that the 
orders placing Major Manson on active duty were rescinded the day before he was to 
report, his help and activity in the formation of the original organization having won 
for him a warm place in the affection of the" boys." Other employees who were 
commissioned in the Reserve Corps, and intended for service with the organization, 
included D. B. Small, R. H. Keller and Matthew Hammond. Each one saw active 
service with the American Expeditionary Forces, but not with the 401st Telegraph 
Battalion. 



THE RETURN OF THE FLAGS 

Major Abbott returnIng the Battalion colors to President Jones of the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company at Boston, on 
May 28, 1919 



The Chronological Narrative of the 
Battalion 

==Wl= 

Camp Devens- The Dawn of Our Soldier Life 

THE enlisted men of the Fifth Telegraph Battalion having been duly selected 
by the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, and sworn in as 
reserve troops, were ordered to report for active duty on October 4, 1917, 

at Camp Devens, AyeI', Mass., having been transferred to the 401st Telegraph Bat
talion of the National Army by orders from the Northeastern Department, United 
States Army. In conjunction with this order, another was issued, releasing the 
following officers from their duties at Camp Alfred Vail, to take up new duties with 
the 401st Telegraph Battalion: Capt. L. W. Abbott and First Lieutenants R. W . 
Sherwin, E. M. Stannard, J. J. Dola:n arid R. H. Keller. Captain Abbott was given 
command of D Company, also the ·duties of acting battalion commander; Lieutenant 
Keller was given the command of E Company; and Lieutenant Sherwin the duties 
of battalion adjutant. Lieutenant Bissell, of the camp Depot Brigade, acted tem
porarily as supply officer: 

On October 4, a memorable day for the members of this Battalion, they straggled 
into camp, men of every branch of the telephone industry, from nearly every state 
in historic old New England. They willingly had left homes, wives and, in many 
cases, large families, all very dear to them, that they might play an active part in 
the great struggle. It was a gloomy day, made so by a drizzling rain and by the 
mud along the narrow country street that led to the AyeI' cantonment - named 
Camp Devens in honor of the famous General Devens. The 401st Telegraph Bat
talion was assigned the group of buildings on the main street leading to Camp Head
quarters from the west gate, just at the foot of Headquarters Hill. Its first duty, 
after checking in, was to join the group of rookies in the general cleaning of the bar
racks; namely, scrubbing all of the floors, tables, benches, stairs and halls, with hot 
soapsuds. Cleanliness, they were to learn, was one of the greatest assets of the 
United States fighting forces. The next procedure was receiving and signing for two 
army blankets and an iron cot, after which the men were served a lunch consisting 
of canned beef sandwiches and army coffee, at the mess hall of D Company. The 
men were off to bed with the chickens, as it were, that first night. 

It may be well here to give a brief account of the first night at Devens. The 
weather was such as one could expect in northern New England at that time of the 
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year. Two blankets stretched over a stiff wire spring of a coarse mesh did not make 
a very comfortable bed. Most of the men at that time were too modest to retire 
with their clothes on, which would have protected their backs from the springs. 
Consequently, in the morning, their backs resembled well-marked checkerboards. 
Many remarks were made in the morning regarding the human checkerboards and 
the frigid sleep of the night before. Another humorous incident was the medley of 
snoring soldiers, told of by a few of the restless ones who could not get to sleep on 
the hard beds. 

The next few days were spent in organizing the company mess of each company, 
policing the grounds, carting sand for the drill grounds, chopping brush and pulling 
stumps, for Devens at this time was far from a finished camp. The men drew an 
issue of clothing, some of which was too large and some too small ; hence many wore 
civilian clothes for a few weeks until a tailor could fit them out. Military classes 
were organized, taking up different subjects from the" School of the Soldier." 

On October 9 the Battalion was formed and marched tp the barracks of the 
301st Field Signal Battalion, where Dr. Boyce of that battalion administered to the 
men the inoculat ion for typhoid, paratyphoid and a vaccination for smallpox. These 
jabs in the arm and back were effective, as was shown by the men remaining in bed 
at reveille the followi.ng morning. On the 11th, Lieutenant Dolan assumed the 
duties of supply officer, relieving Lieutenant Bissell who had been ordered to return 
to the Depot Brigade. The next day Lieutenant Keller was relieved of the com
mand of E Company, having been ordered to Hoboken to sail for France, there to 
take up the duties of "Extended Field Service. " The men of his company were 
greatly disappointed in losing an officer who was so well liked by all, but received 
consolation in the appointment of Lieutenant Stannard to fill the vacancy. 

As was the custom every Saturday, the Battalion was inspected by the Major, 
after which both companies went on a road march lasting about three hours. Upon 
returning to the camp, the customary week-end passes ere handed out to those 
desiring to be absent until 10 P.M. the following day. Those who did not take ad
vantage of the week-end passes were at liberty to visit any part of the camp or the 
surrounding villages, all formations being omitted between Saturday noon and 
Sunday night. R eligious services were held at the " K of C " and " Y " huts, and 
the Battalion was always well represented at these services. 

On October 15 the men received their second inoculations. The results were 
as severe as the first. Ten days later, the training being well under way, a telegraph 
class was added to those of wigwag, semaphore and infantry drill. 

The motor equipment began to arrive, the first instalment coming in the form 
of twenty-eight Indian motorcycles, with side cars, and three Dodge touring cars. 

During the week of the 29th the following officers reported for duty with the 
Battalion: Capt. Geo. B. Smith, and Lieuts. E. L. Clark, C. R. Fischle, R. A. Miller 
and George D. Beaumont. The 31st marked the first muster roll of the Battalion. 
On November 5 the men received their first army pay; we all remember what a 
time the buglers had struggling with the pay call. 
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With the coming of fall the athletes of the Battalion held meetings in their re
spective companies for the purpose of organizing football and basket-ball teams. 
The first football game of the season was played between D and E companies. It 
was a demonstration of excellence, as the score 0 to 0 indicates. The veterans of 
the game, Tobey, Fahey and Walsh for D Company, and Kegler, Baker and Geary 
for E Company, played with old-time form that made the game a memorable event. 
Later on, a team was picked from both teams to represent the Battalion, its first game 
being with the strong team representing the 301st Ambulance Corps. Neither team 
scored, but the Battalion team outplayed its opponents at every stage of the game, 
failing to score only by the many penalties that were placed upon it. 

On November 21 the Battalion was presented its colors by the New England Tele
phone and Telegraph Company, through officials who were present at a review of 
t he Battalion. After receiving the colors the men marched to Netatco Hall, the 
home of the telephone operators stationed at Ayer and at Camp Devens, where they 
were guests at a flag-raising, followed by a lunch served by the girls in honor of the 
Battalion. 

On the 24th the Athletic Committee, having arranged for a football game in 
Boston with the St. Alphonsus Athletic Association, received permission of the 
officers to have the entire Battalion accompany the team. A parade was scheduled 
and the Battalion marched to the music of the Regimental Band of the 301st Infantry 
through the business streets of Boston. It was reviewed and presented a national 
standard by Mayor Curley. The line of march then took it to Fenway Park, where 
the Battalion team was defeated in a well-played game, the final score being 6 to O. 

The last week of the month brought two new phases of army life to the men. 
One, the study of cipher, was welcomed by all, it being interesting as well as instruc
t ive. The other, however, was not welcome at all- it was the first quarantine of 
the Battalion, caused by the appearance of a case of measles. The quarantine did 
not, however, stop the formations, but did for a time put the ban on passes for home 
and elsewhere. At this time Lieutenant Stannard was given command of D Com
pany, Captain Smith the command of E Company and Lieutenants Beaumont and 
Fischle were attached to the latter company. 

Men capable of doing carpentering were kept very busy from this time until 
the Battalion left the camp, making cases and packing equipment for overseas ship
ment. The chauffeurs and mechanics were busy learning the many kinks and tricks 
of the motor equipment, incidentally gathering a few facts about "Quad " trucks, 
of which they were to learn more later. 

On December 6 Lieutenant Goodman was assigned to the Battalion as its medi
cal officer. With him came seven enlisted men from a field hospital unit, then at 
Devens. After his first inspection the quarantine was lifted; thus the impression of 
Lieutenant Goodman upon the men was a fine one. 

At this time the Signal Corps material was rapidly arriving at the Signal Corps 
supply house; the arrival of a few field telephone and telegraph sets and an army 
field telephone switchboard gave the men a chance to become familiar with .the new 
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equipment. Although it was slightly different from that which they had worked 
on in civilian life, it was only a matter of a few minutes before they became familiar 
with its secrets. Then, too, there was the Signal Corps warehouse which was filled 
with lance poles, wire and other equipment, which the men had unloaded from cars, 
checked, sorted and stored away. When the men were not drilling or on working 
details, there was much snow to be cleared from the company streets. 

During all of these weeks of training and work, the men had plenty of time for 
pleasure, found as a rule at the" K of C" or " Y" huts about the camp, " Y " hut 
No. 29 being a favorite rendezvous for them. There was an abundance of musical 
and vaudeville talent among the members of the Battalion. It was no unusual occur
rence to have an evening of pleasure, equal to any Keith or Poli program, in the com
pany barracks. The 401st orchestra, under the direction of Percy North, won a 
well deserved reputation by concerts given around the camp and at surrounding 
towns, where it played for dancing parties. Private McSweeney of D Company 
made a hit with his humorous lectures, as did Hart and Baker of E Company in their 
original sketches. It was a known fact around the camp that, was any talent desired 
for work or play, the 401st would surely supply it. 

At Christmas the married men were given passes enabling them to spend a part 
of the holidays with their families. Passes could not be issued to all, for the reason 
that the railroads operating through the town could not handle the greatly increased 
traffic at that time. At New Year's the balance of the Battalion was given permis
sion to spend a few days at home. Those who remained in camp during the holi
days were served two wonderful dinners. Every effort of the officers and mess 
sergeants was exerted to make. the season as cheerful as possible. Many friends 
and relatives of the men were entertained in camp during the holidays. The men 
of the Battalion received first prize for having the best decorated corner at the" Y " 
hut, each organization in that area being in the competition. On several occasions 
the respective companies held dances in their barracks, after which light lunches 
were served by the ever agreeable mess sergeants and cooks. 

More changes came on January 2. Captain Smith was appointed a major 
and Lieutenants Stannard and Sherwin were made captains. Lieutenant Newman 
reported for duty and was assigned to D Company. The twenty-eight Quad trucks 
that had been assigned to the Battalion came into the freight yards at this date. A 
detail was sent to u·nload and assemble them, and another detail set to work breaking 
ground for a temporary garage on the hill west of the barracks. The following 
week a change in officers was made. Major Smith left for a camp in Ohio; Lieuten
ant Goodman was relieved by Lieutenant Suchoff, Captain Abbott was made a major, 
Captain Stannard and Lieutenant Dolan were assigned to D Company, and Cap
tain Sherwin and Lieutenants Fischle and Beaumont were assigned to E Company. 
Major Abbott took up the duties of battalion commander. The men at this time 
were well trained in mi.litary duty, they had been through many trial packouts and 
were efficient in the act of placing gas masks and other exercises in gas drills. The 
men of the Battalion had their first experience with various gases at this time, and 
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passed through the gas chambers. The trip was a success, and none of the men felt 
any the worse for the experience. 

On February 3 the Battalion suffered its first loss in the death of Sergeant Hal
laday, of E Company. He was the victim of pneumonia, after recovering from 
the measles at the base hospital. His death was keenly felt by all of the members 
of the Battalion, and especially by the company that he was associated with. The 
day following, the remains were removed to the Battalion Headquarters, whence 
they were escorted with military honors to the railroad station by E Company. 
From the station the body was in charge of Sergeant Farrington and a detail, which 
escorted it to the home of Halladay's parents at Brattleboro, Vt. 

The following day the Battalion was quarantined for the third time, with what 
the doctor t hought to be a case of diphtheria. His suspicions were unfounded,. how
ever, and after two days of confinement the men were allowed to leave camp as 
before. The training was going on at a rapid pace, and many details were kept busy 
packing freight. New rumors came out every day. They all tended toward the 
theory that the Battalion soon would be on its way to France. Strength was given 
these rumors by talks given by the major on such subjects as " Things to guard 
against in oversea service," " Living a clean life in a foreign country," and other 
subjects pertaining to the life of a soldier in France. The men were also receiving 
instructions at this time from French and English officer instructors, who had seen 
active service in the trenches. 

The afternoon of February 18 the men were prepared for the review scheduled 
for all troops of the cantonment. It was with much regret that they learned the 
event had been postponed, as they were sure of winning honors in the review. In 
the afternoon, however, the Battalion turned out for a parade of its own. The 
parade around the camp was quite a spectacle, the men being equipped with full 
packs and followed by the long line of motor vehicles belonging to the Battalion. 

On the 22d an order was received telling the commander of the Battalion to be 
in readiness to move, upon receipt of an order. A detail of men was immediately 
put to the task of loading the freight and motor equipment on a freight train set at 
the Devens siding for that purpose. At 8 P.M. on the following day the " 401 " 
freight pulled out for Hoboken, N. J. , in charge of Lieutenant Beaumont. There 
were in the train eightee~ carloads of freight. 

The morning of the 27th special services were held at the " K of C " and " Y " 
huts for the men. After attending the services, the men policed the barracks as 
they had never been policed before. At eleven o'clock the Battalion packed out 

. for the last time, marching to the barracks of the 317th Field Signal Battalion, where 

. a dinner was served in honor of those parting for active service on the other side of 
the Atlantic. 
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1. The valley of the Meuse 6. Gievres - " nufl ced " 
2. French construction 7. Moving days 
3. The walls of Verdun 8. One of our mascots 
4. The " Lagerhaus " at Dun-sur-Meuse 9. "Com bien kilomet " 
5. A French road 10, The tower of Richard III at Chalus 
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On Our Way to France 
It was shortly after two in the afternoon that the Battalion boarded the troop 

train at the Devens siding and left for a port of embarkation. The section of the 
train allotted to the 401st consisted of four coaches and a combination day coach 
and baggage car. The route taken was through Greenfield, Troy, Albany and down 
the West Shore Line to Dumont, N. J. A lunch was served on the train, consisting 
of sandwiches, fruit, doughnuts and hot coffee. Arriving at Dumont the following 
morning, the men were marched to Camp Merritt, which place they reached at 
7.30 o'clock. 

After two days of rest in this camp, a case of diphtheria was noted in D Com
pany. The following day a culture of each man was taken, and as a result thirteen 
men were sent to detention barracks at that camp. Each day afterward the camp 
surgeon made an inspection, more men were found to be " dip carriers" and were 
removed to the United States General Hospital at Gun Hill, N . Y., where the original 
thirteen had previously been taken. The Battalion, during these days of anxiety, 
went on numerous hikes to the Palisades and Tenafly, N. J. , some of the men for the 
first time seeing these wonderful works of nature so near to their own homes. 

On March 4 there were fifty-six men in the hospital, including four officers, -
a pretty tough proposition for any major to face, especially when he was expecting 
sailing orders at any moment, The men at the hospital were worrying quite a bit, 
fearing that the Battalion would move without them. Physically they were not as 
bad as might be expected. They were only" carriers," and, while awaiting three 
negative cultures, the ward masters took them on several sight-seeing hikes, during 
which they visited Bronx Park and other places of interest. On March 11 these 
men were given a thorough examination, and forty-three men and the four officers 
were discharged. They went via elevated and subway to the docks at Hoboken, 
N. J. , where they joined the Battalion which had moved there by train that morning. 

After boarding the S.S. Great Northern, Major Abbott was given command of 
all troops aboard, with Lieutenant Miller acting as troop adjutant. · The men occu
pied the troop space in the extreme bow of the ship. On March 12 Lieutenant Mil
ler was relieved as troop adjutant by Captain Stannard, the former resuming his 
duties as adjutant of the 401st Telegraph Battalion. Throughout the trip the officers 
acted as follows: Captain Sherwin, battalion commander; Lieutenant Dolan, D 
Company commander; and Lieutenant Fischle, E Company commander. 

At 4.25 P.M. on the 12th of March, 1918, the Great Northern, pulled by two noisy 
little tugs out into the river, passed Sandy Hook, where it dropped anchor. The 
troops were all in their troop space, having received orders to report there at 4.15. 
Many of them, however, had a last glimpse of N ew York and Miss Liberty through 
the numerous portholes in their troop space, although the act was prohibited on 
account of the activity of German agents at that time. In leaving the States, eight 
men of D Company, seventeen men of E Company and one man of the Medical 
Detachment were left at the N ew York General Hospital. There were approximately 
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three thousand troops aboard the Great Northern on this her maiden trip across the 
Atlantic. 

After supper, at eight o'clock, the ship's anchors were raised and the 401st was 
off for war-stricken Europe. In the morning, after a night on a very calm sea, many 
of the men and a few of the officers were seasick, some of them not recovering during 
the entire trip. The trip was uneventful with the exception of the rough sea encoun
tered on "St. Patrick's" Day, when the course was changed, due to running ahead 
of schedule or sighting a " sub," it was never determined which. On the 19th two 
ships were sighted on the horizon, which later proved to be two United States de
stroyers, the long-sought convoy. These destroyers worked ahead of the Great 
Northern in a zigzag course, scouting for submarines and mines, many of which were 
known to be lurking in the waters that the ship was about to enter. Night and day 
through the danger zone the men wore life jackets issued to them, and were kept 
on the alert answering the many" fire" and" abandon ship" drills that were held 
at any hour of the twenty-four. On the morning of March 20 the ship glided into 
Brest Harbpr on the Bay of Biscay. At 5 P.M. the men and baggage, with the aid 
of lighters, were moved to the dock. 

~"8@~@~~ C@ .. 
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The First Few Weeks "Over There" 
The hike from the dock to Pontenazian Barracks was a tedious one over a hilly 

road of nearly four miles; and with full packs and sea legs it took about all of the 
energy of the men. One man of D Company and one of the Medical Detachment 
were left at the ship's sick bay, too ill to be moved at that time. 

At midnight, with the aid of a few candles, a lunch was served, shortly after 
which the men tucked themselves away in their blankets on the" slats" of the two
story bunks, which are always mentioned when that camp is spoken of. After being 
seasick all the way over, it was the misfortune of some of the men to be land sick. 
To these unfortunates the slat bunks seemed to roll and pitch even more than the 
Great Northern. 

During the four days' stay at the Brest camp the men went through infantry 
drill formations mornings, and spent the afternoons playing baseball. The Bat
talion team won a closely contested game from the 161st Infantry · team, then at 
that camp. The company teams furnished no end of amusement for their members, 
as well as creating a keen rivalry between the companies. It seems that at this 
early period of the 401stls foreign service, its record had gone before it, for on 
the 23d an order came taking two expert telegraphers from the Battalion for duty 
at Army Headquarters, then located at Tours. 

The morning of the 24th reveille sounded earlier than usual, and after break
fast the men rolled their packs and policed the entire grounds before leaving. At 
seven o'clock the Battalion marched to the railroad station at Brest, and at 10.15 
were en route to Gievres, the location of the Intermediate Supply Depot No.2 for the 
A. E. F. The route taken was through St. Briec, Rennes, Le Mans and Tours, arriv
ing at the latter city at noon. There the men detrained and marched to the Ameri
can Headquarters and were served a " bean" dinner. Returning to the train late in 
the afternoon, the trip was resumed. 

At 8.30 P.M. the destination was reached, and the men were on the jump for an 
hour, unloading the two cars of freight which always moved with the Battalion. 
Supper was then served, after which the men filled their ticks with straw and threw 
them on " Mother Earth," the floor of the billet, and turned in for the night. 

The morning of the 26th the men were up early, getting settled, building bunks, 
installing 'phones in the company orderly rooms and policing the grounds. They 
had not accomplished much alon'g this line, however, when an order came for a de
tail of one hundred men to work for the camp commander. Gievres was a busy 
place, due to the many classes of supplies kept at the warehouses for disbursement, 
and all orders from the front and elsewhere had to be filled promptly. The corps of 
lieutenants at the camp were hustlers, and were never slack in seeking work for their 
details. The work allotted to the 401st varied: the men set up portable barracks, 
unloaded carloads of everything from baled hay and canned goods to car rails, erected 
portable warehouses, laid roofing paper and furnished a wood detail. This wood 
detail was the pride of the Battalion. It chopped and sawed two carloads of wood 
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each day, operating a steam mill for that purpose. The eight men of this detail 
furnished wood for the whole camp during the period they were at Gievres. 

March 27 Lieutenant Dolan left the Battalion for special duty at Nevers, and 
the following day Lieutenant Beaumont left with a detail of fifteen 'men for St. N a
zaire, to assemble and return the motor equipment of the Battalion. A telegraph 
operator and two typists were transferred for duty at other points of the A. E. F. 

On April 4 Major Abbott was appointed summary court officer of the Post. 
E Company moved to a more favorable location, two miles southwest of the one first 
occupied. The latter part of the week, Lieutenant Beaumont returned with the 
detail and motor equipment, composed of fifteen Quad trucks, originally the property 
of the 411 th Telegraph Battalion. He reported that those shipped from Camp 
Devens were in such shape as to be beyond repair, due, no doubt, to the rough voyage 
on the way over. In fact, the story goes that two of them are" peacefully at rest" 
at the bottom of the Atlantic. This news was unpleasant for some of the chauffeurs 
and their friends, as they had stored away in the tool chests of the trucks a surplus 
supply of tobacco and other luxuries for use in France. One of the working parties 
had its initial experience of real warfare at the freight yards, quelling a riot among 
the Chinese and Spanish laborers, of which there were many at the camp. In fact , 
there were soldiers and civilians representing many nationalities. Disorders of a 
minor nature were rather frequent, which accounts for the twenty-four hour guard 
maintained over the many warehouses by men of D Company. 

During the week of April 12 two men were transferred to the photographic 
branch of the Signal Corps, reporting at Tours, but later being permanently located 
at Paris. Lieutenant Beaumont with a detail of five men and a Fiat truck left for 
Limoges, to unload a consignment of telephone poles. They completed their work, 
and five days later returned to the Battalion. Lieutenant Fischle, with a detail of 
thirty men, known as the "First Wire Gang," left for Tours. They were fully 
equipped for their work, which was to run a ten-wire, number twelve, copper toll 
circuit from Tours to St. N azaire, a distance of one hundred and eighty miles, requir
ing eighteen hundred miles of wire. 

Two days later the second casualty of the Battalion was reported, Private Sin
clair having succumbed to an attack of pneumonia at the New York General Hos
pital. He was one of the men left in the States at the time the Battalion moved 
across; 

The week of the 14th twelve motorcycles with side cars, and two Dodge touring 
cars were received. The major at this time received a Cadillac for his personal 
use. D Company had a line gang working on a ten-wire lead around the camp. 
On the 19th of April word was received, in the form of a telegram, to make prepara
tions for an immediate move. Two men from D Company and three from E Com
pany were transferred to the 412th Telegraph Battalion, which was at that time doing 
construction work in the S. O. S. area, but later saw active service with the British 
armies. On the 21st of April a carload of personal freight, shipped from Camp 
Devens, arrived at Gievres. Even though it was a long time on the way, it was 
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complete save for the Signal Corps equipment, which had been salvaged en route. 
Four Ford trucks and telephone material were received, thus equipping the Bat
talion for line construction work. 

During the period that the Battalion was at Gievres, March 26 to April 27, 
the men were kept busy on the many details for long hours, regardless of the weather, 
which, most of the time, was rainy. Often the men were compelled to walk as far 
as four miles to their work and to carry their dinners with them. Although the 
Battalion had an extra large mess fund and no small emergency fund, even with the 
aid of the officers no rations could be purchased. This forced the mess sergeants to 
serve the issue ration, which at that time was hardly above the travel ration, a very 
small issue for men at manual labor. Considering the conditions at this camp, it 
is safe to say that the order to evacuate Gievres was received with great joy by the 
men of the Battalion. 

The morning of the 27th the 401st truck train left at seven with all the men 
and equipment aboard. After an uneventful day's travel, with a dinner served 
beside the highway, the train halted sixty miles south of Gievres, on the Bordeaux 
road. Supper was soon served from the rolling kitchen, after which the men pitched 
their pup tents in an open lot. The location was a quiet one, not being near any city 
or town, so for once a bugle was not necessary to send them between their blankets 
spread out on the ground. The following morning, after an early breakfast, the trip 
was resumed. The train had not traveled long when it was split, D Company going 
to Aixe, and E Company to Chalus, both towns in the state of Haute Vienne. E 
Company reached its destination at 6 P .M., and took over for its quarters the Hotel 
de La Gare, located on the main thoroughfare of Chalus. D Company had motor 
trouble, damaging two of its Quads on a steep grade. It made camp for the evening 
thirty kilometers north of Limoges, reaching Aixe the following morning. The 
quarters occupied by D Company and Headquarters were the chateau and buildings 
of the Countess Beaumont, a picturesque and desirable estate of the elite of France. 

. During the few days the men were getting rested and settled, the officers were 
looking over that section of the country assigned to them for the construction of a 
section of the Bourges-Bordeaux toll line. A few days later each company sent out 
stakers and surveyors to mark pole locations. 
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1. "Drag on" 4. Seven to ten 7. Quarters of the wire gang 
2. Off for a new" set up " 5. O'Gara throwing 'em in 8. Argenton, July 4, 1918 
3. Stopped 6. One mile from the reels 9. All set. Let's go 
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On the Job 
The week of May 5, 1918, marked the actual entrance of the Battalion into the 

field of Signal Corps duties. Each company organized line gangs for digging holes, 
delivering poles, gaining and fitting cross-arms. A detail of men left for Bordeaux 
to assemble and deliver five Garford trucks, to be used for line work. Three men 
joined the Battalion from the New York hospital and one from the hospital at Brest. 

The week of June 2, all poles having been set on a section of fifty miles, wire 
gangs were formed, as were those for guying, trimming and stenciling. These gangs 
finished their work on June 13, and were followed by men painting pole tops, grading 
and doing the final trimming, completing the section assigned to the Battalion. 

One telephone section, consisting of twenty-two men, in charge of Lieutenant 
Beaumont and Sergeant Kelly, was sent to Bordeaux. While there it did mostly 
cable work at the American docks. Its work on aerial and underground cable was 
done in such a manner and with such efficiency that much praise was awarded it and 
the Battalion by officers of the city. Three men were sent to Bourges from E Com
pany to act as toll-line repairmen, and after giving satisfactory service they were 
t ransferred permanently to that station. One man from D Company was sent to 
Bordeaux as a permanent cable man. Lieutenant Thomas, of the 42d Division , 
reported for duty and was assigned to E Company. 

The week of the 15th, Captain Stannard was relieved of the command of D 
Company, having been ordered to Tours for duty at Signal Headquarters. The 
command of D Company was taken by Capt. Wm. Whitney, of the 102d Infantry. 
A wire gang was sent from E Company to run wire south of the section completed 
by them, on poles being set by the 414th Telegraph Battalion. Lieutenant Fischle 
and t he" First Wire Gang" returned to the Battalion. A few days later Lieutenant 
Thomas and thirty men, known as the" Second Wire Gang," left for Chattoroux 
to run wire on the Bourges-Bordeaux line constructed by the 415th Telegraph Bat
talion. Lieutenant Fischle left the Battalion at this time, to take up new duties 
with the 407th Telegraph Battalion. 

During the period that D Company was at Aixe the men spent many pleasant 
evenings at Limoges, the people of that city being excellent entertainers. The 59th 
Artillery Band, then located at that city, furnished many entertainments. The 
Battalion orchestra maintained its enviable record by entertaining at the hospital 
and "Y" hut at Limoges. The death of M. S. E. Wilkins in the camp hospital 
brought grief to his many friends. The death was the result of a motor accident. 

E Company, at this time, although in a much smaller town, enjoyed itself equally 
well. The men spent Sundays and evenings with the civilian population, which 
showed marked kindness toward the first American troops to enter their town. The 
work was hard but lasted only eight hours a day and was followed by the pleasant 
summer evenings, which kept the morale always at its best. 

On the morning of June 25 the Battalion moved. D Company left Aixe and 
went to Mussidan, where it camped overnight; E Company made the trip from Cha-
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Ius to Le Billaux that same day. The following morning D Company resumed the 
trip and reached Rest Camp No.2 of the Bordeaux area before noon. After getting 
settled the next morning, the 401st broke into society, as was its custom. The 
orchestra entertained at the Y. M . C. A. and the ball team won a game of baseball 
from the 6th Cavalry. After a short rest the working parties were organized. The 
personnel of these was changed, due to the number of men away on detached service. 

On the 4th of July many of t he men attended the artillery parade, the Army 
and Navy field day, and in the evening the Apollo Theater, all in the city of Bor
deaux. The orchestra furnished music for a dance at Base Hospital No. 6 in the 
evening. The heat at this t ime in southern France was terrific, for several days the 
thermometer registering 100° F. in the shade. The work was progressing with 
speed and efficiency, however, and received a noticeable boost on the 6th of July, 
when fifty-two men were transferred to the Battalion from the 2d and 3d Depot 
Battalions. Twenty-nine of these men were assigned to E Company and twenty
three to D Company. 

On July 16 Lieutenants Jones, Kehoe and Hill reported for duty with the 
Battalion. Lieutenant Jones was assigned to D Company and the others to E Com
pany, the two latter officers remaining with the Battalion only a short t ime. Lieu
tenant Newman, with two men from D Company, left to take charge of a wire gang 
~omposed of men from the 414th and 415th Telegraph Battalions, which was to 
run wire south, on the Bourges-Bordeaux line from Lacoquille. A gang of men from 
E Company were at this time defying all laws of nature and the heat, while placing 
fixtures for poles on the long bridge over the Gironde River, this work being only 
one of the many instances where skill was shown in meeting obstacles to line con
struction work. E Company lost its top sergeant at this time. He left to take up 
a course of training at the Officers' Training School. 

On July 13 the Bordeaux area was inspected by General Pershing and his staff. 
More men were transferred to the 34th Service Company, which was maintaining 
toll lines with Bourges as its headquarters. 

August 8 brought an order to move, both companies having completed the work 
assigned to them. The second wire gang, in charge of Lieutenant Thomas, returned 
to the Battalion, as did many other details from Bordeaux and elsewhere. The 
occasion proved to be sort of an old-home week, as it had been many weeks since 
both companies had mobilized at full strength. It was with the praise and good-will 
of the officers of the S. O. S. that, on the following day, the Battalion left to become 
an active part of the First Army, which at that time was being formed to take the 
field. 

On the morning of the 9th the Battalion moved out with full equipment, includ
ing twenty Quad trucks, four Ford trucks, nine motorcycles with side cars, two 
Dodge touring cars, and led by the major in his Cadillac. A stop was made at 

. Perigueux for gas, after which the train proceeded to Thiviers, where a camp was 
made for the night. After a supper cooked on the field range, the men were permitted 
to visit the town. At seven the next morning the trip was resumed. A short stop 
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was made at Limoges for gas and rat~ons from the quartermaster. The camp for 
the night was made south of the city of Argenton. The men and some of the officers 
visited the town, where they lunched with their many friends, made on. previous 
stops. The following morning the trip was resumed, lunch was served at Chambris, 
and shortly after noon the camp at-Gievres was reached. At this camp a long stop 
was made, during which a supply of gas, helmets, gas masks and automatic pistols 
was received. The latter were issued at the camp northeast of the city of Roma
rantin, that evening. The morning of the 12th the men broke camp and, having 
received new orders, changed their course. They were to report at Neufchateau. 
The train stopped at the quartermaster's at Nevers for gas, after which a camp was 
made two miles east of the city for the night. At eight the next morning the trip 
was resumed, after a short delay caused by trouble with two trucks, which was, 
however, easily remedied by the corps of able mechanics. The camp for the night 
was made on the outskirts of the city of Autun. The men enjoyed immensely the 
evening spent in that city. At 6 P.M. on the 15th of August, the trip was finished; 
t he Battalion took over the work and barracks left by the 405th Telegraph Battalion. 

The trip took seven days and six nights, and was filled with pleasures that will 
long be remembered by the men, even though it was a long, tedious grind for the 
chauffeurs and their assistants. The men saw much of country that they had not 
seen before, visited many cities of importance, looking up old churches and buildings 
of interest all along the way. They also took the opportunity to purchase souvenirs 
and post cards of these historic places. "The roads were in fine condition, but very 
dusty. The Quad trucks did not make first-class tourist transportation, but the 
men were in excellent health, and felt none the worse for the jerks and jounces. No 
trouble of a serious nature happened t.o the motor equipment, although the light 
machines and motorcycles had many punctured tires, due to the abundance of hob
nails left in the highway from the soldiers' trench shoes and the wooden shoes of the 
civilians. 

On August 16 while the men were getting unpacked and settled, an order came 
for D Company to move to Toul, the city of German air-raids. They were to 
locate there at " Army Park A," a Signal Corps supply depot for the First Army. 
The company moved there the next morning. While D Company was at Toul, 
its work was the installation and maintenance of a machine shop for the purpose of 
repairing salvaged telephone and telegraph equipment, to operate the warehouses, 
and to build a motor supply truck which made daily trips to the front, repairing tele
phone and telegraph instruments in use. On the 31st of August M. S. E. Whitney 
with a detail of eighteen men left D Company to work on the Void-Abenville line. 
Four men were attached to D Company at this time, to work in the storage battery 
plant which had been installed by men of D Company, 

When D Company moved to Toul, Headquarters and E Company were "left 
at N eufchateau to care for all of the signal work at that point. The men of E Com
pany ran loops for numerous installations. A gang of switchboard men installed 
and cut over a new office, in such a ~anner and in such a short time that it received 
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commendation from Colonel Hitt, the signal officer of the First Army. A gang of 
men was also furnished to operate a switchboard at Artillery headquarters at Frebe
court, where efficient twenty-four hour service was given the general and his staff. 
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Our First Taste of War 
It was at these cities of Toul and Neufchateau that the Battalion received its 

first taste of real warfare. Guns could be heard at all hours of the day and night, 
and most every night the men were awakened by the French warning of the ap
proach of hostile planes. On one occasion the Boche dropped eleven bombs near 
enough to shake the billets that the men were in. 

On the 31st Lieutenant Beaumont left, with a detail of fifty-four men from E 
Company, for Abenville, for the purpose of constructing a " Repp Arm Line," of 
No. 17 bronze wire, on poles which would barely make good clothes-line sticks. They 
worked up as far as the third line trenches in the mud and rain, and experienced 
many thrills caused by the terrific fighting going on a few miles ahead of them. On 
September 10 E Company was relieved of its duties at Neufchateau by one company 
of the 407th Telegraph Battalion, allowing it to join D Company at Toul. At 6 P .M. 

on this date the Battalion was again together at Army Park A. 
On September 11 the detail returned from Abenville, and, with men of D Com

pany, started work on lines of the First Army, in preparation for the drive that the 
First Army perfected the next day. The drive started at 1.30 the following morning, 
and, after four and one··halfhours of terrific fighting, it gained its objective with 
overwhelming success. Three details were sent out for the purpose of maintaining 
lines of communication during the drive. The trials and exciting incidents of these 
details were many. Aside from the maintenance details, there were others which 
salvaged captured material and ran new lines following the advance. One man from 
each company was sent to the Gas School at Langres. On September 18 Lieutenants 
Brown and Saylor reported for duty from the 117th Field Signal Battalion. The 
former was assigned to D Company and the latter to E Company. The work at 
this date was on semi-permanent construction in the area of the 4th Army Corps. 
One man with a motorcycle was assigned to the chief signal officer as a despatch rider. 

The morning of the 22d, E Company, Headquarters and the Medical Detachment 
moved to Longchamps, Lieutenant Thomas remaining with D Company and Lieu
tenant Brown being temporarily assigned to E Company. From its new location, 
E Company sent men for maintenance work to Chaumont, Issoncourt and Benoit
veaux. The following day nine men went to Erize St. Dizier to maintain lines. 
Lieutenant Beaumont was transferred to the Headquarters of the First Army as 
telegraphic traffic supervisor. The remainder of E Company was maintaining the 
Souilly-Ligny telephone lines. 

On the 25th Sergeants Ward and McLaughlin left for the Officers' Training 
School and D Company moved to Pierrefett, leaving nine of ,its men and one E Com-' 
pany man at Toul. The following day D Company moved again to Auzeville, where 
it worked night and day on lines of communication running to the active front. The 
First Army was at this time commencing the Meuse-Argonne offensive. While D 
Company was running the necessary lines for artillery and other branches of the 
service in the vicinity of Cheppy,' Varrennes, Grand Pre, Apremont and other re-
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mains of towns in that sector, E Company was working on these same lines farther 
back. Lieutenant Brown, in connection with the French officials, was maintaining 
French and American lines in the vicinity of Souilly and Longchamps. Lieutenant 
Jones and a detail from D Company were operating a signal dump at Varennes. 

On October 3 Lieutenant Hill, with twenty-two men from E Company, left 
Longchamps to join D Company at Auzeville, for the purpose of constructing a semi- ' 
permanent line from Clermont to Cheppy and other points along the front. There 
were only a few men left with E Company at Longchamps, as the majority of the 
Company was out on detached service. The following day an order was received . 
commending the Signal Troops of the First Army for the excellent services rendered 
during the St. Mihiel drive. Lieutenant Hill was transferred to the 117th Field 
Signal Battalion, and his duties were taken up by Lieutenant Brown. On the 7th of 
October Lieutenants Clark, Brown and Beaumont were made captains and Lieu
tenant Thomas was made a first lieutenant. 

On October 9 a detail of men from both companies experienced the first shelling 
by the German artillery. The incident occurred when the men were riding in one 
of the Quad trucks to dinner over the Varrennes-Cheppy road. No one was injured, 
but the men received the greatest scare of their lives~ 

A week after this incident Lieutenant Saylor, with seventeen E Company men, 
moved to Neuvilly, for the purpose of constructing semi-permanent· lines in that 
territory. The maintenance details that were out from E Company were relieved by 
men of the 319th Field Signal Battalion and returned to their Company. 

During the week of the 20th, E Company and the detachments moved to Cou
celles, Lieutenant Jones and detail returned to D Company and Lieutenant Saylor, 
with his detail, returned to E Company from Neuvilly. Lieutenant Jones was made 
supply officer of the Battalion. Having completed their course, the two men re
turned from the Gas School. Sergeant O'Gara returned from Auzeville with the 
detail left by Lieutenant Hill. Two men from the Battalion were transferred to 
that organization known as " Intelligence Police." 

The week following was a busy one. Details were at work building lance pole 
lines north of Varrennes and at many points very near the field of action. Each day 
was filled with trying and exciting moments, but, nevertheless, the men worked night 
and day in mud and rain, and missed many a meal which could not reach them, 
due to the heavy traffic on the one road leading to the front. Often it took the men 
until noon to reach their work, due to the double line of trucks carrying rations and 
ammunition to the rapidly advancing army. The records of the "M.P." traffic 
police at Varennes show that at the height of the drive in that sector twelve thousand 
motor vehicles passed over the one road during a period of twenty-four hours. 

It was on the 13th of October that the signal office at Souilly burned, and the 
chief signal officer sent an emergency call to the front for the 401st to report and 
restore the service. D and 'E Companies sent details, besides three trucks that went 
to the Signal Corps warehouse at Parois for new equipment, to replace that de
stroyed by the fire. Shortly after the arrival of the men at the fire, the lines were 
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all working as before. This was a " Service First" test of the New England men 
in France, and their work brought due credit to the Battalion. On this date five men 
left the Battalion for the Officers' Training School at Langres. On the following day 
D Company moved to Souilly to rebuild the lines entering the office, made necessary 
by the fire. E Company returned to the field of action to build lines of com
munication in and around the Argonne Forest. A detachment of men from E Com
pany moved to that flat piece of land known as La Forges Farm. They lived in pup 
tents pitched over old shell holes, and worked on the heels of the advancing dough
boys through St. Juvin, Fleville and St. George. The trials of this sturdy little gang 
of linemen were many, but their labors were appreciated by these men higher up, 
who realized the value of the communications made possible by the wires which they 
hung, laid and threw up anywhere so that they would not be broken. 

On November 4 E Company and Headquarters moved to St. Juvin, or the re
mains of that village, as it had long been laid in ruins as a result of the Amex barrage, 
directed upon the German billets at one time located there. Arriving at the town 
just at dusk, it was impossible to locate desirable quarters, as the use of lights or 
candles was forbidden, due to the numerous German planes that nightly scared over 
the town. The following day the men were moved a short distance to the village of 
Marcq, where they took quarters in an old German gas school and supply depot. 
The buildings were in fairly good condition, but evidently the Germans knew the 
location well, for their planes flew over every night. The first supper at that loca
tion was broken up, before it fairly commenced, by the hum of a hostile plane. 

The week of November 3 was a very busy one for the men of E Ccmpany, as 
they were running lines on rush orders for the rapidly advancing troops. The abun
dance of rain and mud slowed the work to a certain extent, as did the traffic of divi
sions going in and out of the trenches. These handicaps caused the men to work late 
into the night on many occasions. To one who knows a battlefield in pitch darkness, 
lighted by shell flashes, where one walks on dead, steps in shell holes filled with water 
or gets tangled up in barbed wire, there is a noted dislike for the work there. The 
men missed meals and hiked many miles during a day's work, but the work was done 
with a snap under t he guidance of excellent officers, thus keeping the morale very 
high. The men were in especially fine spirits when they were far ahead of a Yank 
battery that was sending to German territory shells galore. They delighted to 
listen to the whizz of the" Peace Messages" the Yank gunners were sending " Old 
Bill "; their shrill whistle was music in the men's ears; but when the German gunners 
stopped retreating long enough to send a few back - well, some grinned, some 
joked, but the majority just hitched at their body belts and practically threw field 
wire into place. 
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1. Officers' quarters at Aixe, Haute Vienne 6. Our portable kitchen 
2. Courcelles, in the Argonne 
3. On the road to the front 
4. The kitchen at Aixe, Haute Vienne 
S. Road leading to the chateau at Aixe 

7. Not a dice game, a quad truck 
8. "Mary-Louise's" on the left 
9. Our dormitories a.t Aixe, Haute Vienne 

10. Telephone office, Camp de Souge 
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Three Great Days - November 11, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas 

The week of the 11 th the men were all in a jolly mood, having been informed of 
the signing of the armistice, and were celebrating by having lights burning after dark 
and emptying the contents of their forty-fives out in the back yards of what was a 
few days before Fritzy's gas school. Many of the wiser ones did not venture out, 
however, as a dusky outfit of colored engineers in the next barracks were celebrating 
with grenades, rifles and any other noise maker that happened to be handy. These 
men were not any too sure of their targets, hence many of the 401st crawled into their 
blankets and dreamed of a trip home in the near future. The following morning E 
Company moved to Dun-sur-Meuse, and were followed on the 12th by D Company 
and Headquarters. Many comments were made on the move, as all other outfits 
were moving south. The men had the idea that they were bound for the Army of 
Occupation. The work at this point, done by both companies, was to run a line to 
the several stations along the German railroad for despatching purposes, and con
necting different headquarters about the town with service to S. O. S. areas. 

On the 13th of November E Company moved to Belrupt, a small village and 
French camp two miles east of Verdun. It was followed three days later by the rest 
of the Battalion. At this date Captains Beaumont, Saylor and Whitney were trans
ferred. The officers of the Battalion from this time on were as follows: Major Abbott; 
Lieutenant Miller, adjutant; Lieutenant Jones, supply officer; Lieutenant Suchoff, 
Medical; Captain Clark and Lieutenant Newman of D Company and Captain 
Sherwin, Lieutenants Thomas and Piner of E Company. While at Belrupt the men 
worked on an emergency construction job; a ten-pin copper lead from Verdun to 
different points along the Rhine, to be occupied by the Army of Occupation. The 
section assigned to the Battalion was from Verdun to Etain. Twenty-three men 
returned from detached service and, on the 21st of November, the Battalion was 
relieved by the 403d Telegraph Battalion. The Battalion left Belrupt at 6.30 A.M. 

with all equipment, except two trucks which were disabled. The trip was a cold and 
tedious one. Dinner was served outside the city of St. Dizier, after which the trip 
was resumed, and the destination, Fontaine, a small town near Bar-sur-Aube, was 
reached at midnight. 

For three days the men were at liberty to rest, visit the city and get settled. 
This was the first rest since the departure of the Battalion for the advanced zone. 
The rest did not continue, however, for, on the 25th, the Headquarters of the First 
Army came to Bar-sur-Aube. This arrival necessitated the construction of lines 
and installation of stations. The Battalion was sent out to run a copper circuit on 
brackets, placed on American toll line poles, to Chaumont, the American Head
quarters, and a Repp arm line of four wires to LaFerte. The switchboard men 
installed a board and many stations about the town. 
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Thanksgiving Day was observed in true American style, with a large dinner
table packed high with fruit, turkey, veal, nuts, pie and candy; then, to make the 
dinner a regular one, the mess sergeants passed the cigars. An entertainment in the 
mess hall at night was enjoyed by all who attended. 

After the 1st of December there was practically no work done during the rest 
of the period spent at Fontaine. A new drill schedule was put in operation along 
with a twenty-four hour guard furnished alternately by both companies. The men 
received furloughs in the order of length of foreign service. As many as twenty 
were away at one time, the leave areas being Aix-les-Baine, La Bourboule, Paris, 
and some of the men visited towns in southern France, where they had made many 
friends during their stay at a previous time. Some of the braver ones visited many 
cities of interest that were closed to American troops. vVe have authority from one 
who knows, that some of the men's routing sheets upon return resembled a map of 
France, having the names of all of the large cities stamped upon them. For a short 
period the chauffeurs and trucks did trucking for the many troops located at Bar
sur-Aube. 

The weather during the month of December was far from pleasant. Nearly 
every day it rained or drizzled at intervals, and continually grew colder. Between 
the drill periods, mornings, and classes in electricity, automobiles and map drawing, 
afternoons, the men repaired the old mill in which they were billeted. They boarded 
up the cracks, set up stoves which they brought from German dug-outs at the front, 
built walks and just before leaving installed an electric-lighting plant. 

On the evening of December 20 the colored band attached to First Army Head
quarters came to Fontaine and entertained with their original minstrel show. The 
men were much pleased with the talent, and on two other occasions this same troupe 
entertained the Battalion during the holidays. The Battalion orchestra and vaude
ville artists also gave amusing performances at least once a week. Just before the 
holidays the greater part of the motor equipment was turned in, and the men received 
an issue of clothing, throughout. The excellent dinner of Thanksgiving was repeated 
at Christmas and N ew Year's. During the dinners on these holidays the Battalion 
orchestra furnished music of the finest quality. The mess hall of the Battalion was 
decorated in American style, and a large Christmas tree occupied one corner of the 
hall. 

The Battalion at this time was inspected every Saturday morning by the maj or 
or the commanding officers of the companies, as our major was absent on several 
occasions inspecting other signal battalions in the area of the First Army. 

On the 8th of February t he Battalion was inspected by the chief signal officer 
of the First Army, Colonel Hitt, after which the Battalion passed in review before 
Colonel Hitt and a number of his staff. 

The morning of February 20, 1919, the Battalion left Fontaine and entrained at 
Bar-sur-Aube, at 1 P.M. The train was made up of the 411 th and 401st Telegraph 
Battalions and their freight, with the exception of motor equipment, which went 
over land. 
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The Battalion by this move was relieved from all duty with the First Army 
and became a part of the S. O. S., while doing salvage work in the zone of supplies. 

The trip was a long and tedious one, as the train was routed in a round-about 
way over branch lines, and most of the men rode in box cars, using baled hay for their 
bunks at night. The meals were served from the kitchen (box) car, as near the regu
lar time as possible when the train stopped for orders or water. The first afternoon 
reduced the distance by only thirty-five miles, reaching Montigney in the early even
ing, where the night was spent on a siding. 

The following evening the train was split, D Company and the 411 th were 
transferred at Tours, and E Company proceeded to La Courtine, arriving there at 
dusk the following day. D Company reached Bordeaux the same afternoon. 

At Bordeaux D Company was transported by auto trucks to Camp De Souge, 
a permanent French camp, where they salvaged the Artillery Fire Control System 
on the Artillery Range. At La Courtine E Company reported at the Artillery 
Range for the same class of work, which proved very difficult, as the country was 
very hilly and wet from the thawing snow in the mountain peaks. Several members 
of E Company were sent to the camp hospital with light cases of the influenza, and 
the company was placed in quarantine. ' 

The morning of March 18, having finished the salvage' work at La Courtine, 
E Company moved by motor truck to Ussel, to connect with the express for Bor
deaux, arriving in that city at 1 A.M. the following day. An hour later, in open trucks, 
regardless of the pouring rain, they started for Camp De Souge, arriving at that camp 
between 3 and 4 A.M. The company was quartered in temporary barracks until 
daylight, when they moved to barracks adjoining D Company. 

At this time the Battalion received an inoculation for " flu " and pneumonia, 
which was given by the Battalion doctor. 

The week of the 23d marked the end of Signal Corps work for the Battalion, both 
companies having finished the work at De Souge in record time. 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
No. 2. 

FEBRUARY 18, 1919. 

1. Pursuant to S. O. 31, Hdqrs. 1st Army, A.E.F., G- 3, dated February 17, 
1919, the 401st Telegraph Battalion is relieved from duty with the 1st Army and 
assigned to the S. O. S. This Battalion reported for duty with the 1st Army at 
Neufch:Ueau, August 15, 1918. 

2. The 401st Telegraph Battalion participated in the following operations of 
the First Army: 

ST. MuiIEL 

From September 12, 1918, to September 16, 1918, the entire Battalion was 
engaged in the construction, maintenance and operation of telegraph and telephone 
Army network. 

MEUSE - ARGONNE 

From September 20, 1918, to November 11 , 1918, the entire Battalion was 
engaged in construction and maintenance of the main axis and laterals of the Army 
telephone and telegraph network. Routes of main axis : Souilly, Clermont, Var
rennes, Cornay, St. Juvin, Thenorgues and Buzancy. Laterals: Varrennes, Cheppy 
to Malincourt; Chehery to Romagne and Bantheville to Dun-sur-Meuse, and lines 
for C .R.A. motor transport control, Varrennes to Grandpre, Romagne and Landres
St. Georges. During these periods the advanced detachments of this organization 
were frequently under fire. 

3. The Chief Signal Officer takes this occasion to express his appreciation of the 
services of the 401st Telegraph Battalion while a part of the force of the First Army. 
The untiring effort and constant labor exerted by this organization added materially 
to the success of the First Army. 

(Signed) PARKER HITT, Colonel, Signal Corps, 

Chief Signal Officer. 
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When are We Going Home? 
During the month of April and the first week of May the men of the Battalion 

most of the time could do as they wished. Saturday passes were issued for Bordeaux, 
and trucks were furnished for those going to that city. The Battalion baseball team 
played nearly every afternoon and won all but one game. Many of the men went 
on seven- and fourteen-day passes to the pleasure resorts in the Pyrenees and cities 
along the Spanish border. 

Captain Sherwin, of E Company, was ill, entered the hospital at Beau Desert, 
and later sailed for the States and received a discharge. His command was taken 
by Lieutenant Miller, who was later relieved by Captain Dolan of the Signal Office 
at Tours. Lieutenant Piner left the Battalion to report at the Officers' Replacement 
Depot. Lieutenant Jones was appointed battalion adjutant. 

During the month of April and the first week of May the Battalion furnished 
men for the camp guard and an occasional detail to guard German prisoners. 

The 26th of April the Colonel in command of the camp inspected the Battalion, 
and, after reviewing the companies, gave a short talk and pinned the ribbons denot
ing the engagements of the Battalion to the Battalion colors. 

The morning of May 6, 1919, after many days of " policing," the Battalion left 
De Souge for the embarkation camp. They hiked six miles to St. Medard, where 
special trolley cars took them to Bordeaux and motor trucks took them from the city 
to the receiving camp at Genicart. The following morning at 4.30 the Battalion 
marched to Genicart No.2, known as the embarkation camp. 

At the embarkation camp the Battalion was taken through the" mill," or the 
" Sanitary Plant," a process of three hours of the most trying experiences. 

The morning of the 8th, reveille sounded at 4.45, to prepare for the daily sani
tary inspection at 9 A.M. Shortly after noon the camp commander inspected the 
Battalion for clothing and equipment, and his report was very complimentary. 

For two days a detail from the Battalion served as kitchen police at a casual 
mess hall, and the night before leaving a detail of " non-corns" worked at the" mill " 
until midnight. 

The morning of May 12, 1919, the Battalion left Genicart for Bassens with 
Major Abbott and Captain Dolan in charge, the rest of the commanding personnel 
remaining at Genicart, due to lack of transportation on the steamship. 

After hiking to Bassens the Battalion boarded the U.S.S. Panaman, which left 
her dock at 3.50 in the afternoon. At nine that evening the ship had left the Gi
ronde River and was on the high sea. 

The trip across took nearly eleven days, as the Panaman was an oil-burning 
freighter of the light type, burning oil for fuel and only having one stack. There 
were a few more than two thousand troops aboard. 

The weather during the trip was very changeable, it being stormy and rough 
for four days, and for two days the fog was so heavy that it was impossible to see a 
hundred yards ahead. During these two days of fog all aboard were kept at a high 
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state of anxiety by the foghorns blowing at intervals from the Panaman and other 
ships in the vicinity. 

Very few men were seasick, as most of the time was spent upon deck. The food 
was fine, it being a great improvement upon that received by the Battalion on the 
trip to France. 

The morning of May 23, 1919, at 5 A .M. , land was sighted by those who had 
slept on deck, or sat up playing cards for that purpose. All aboard were as happy 
as school children, and the morale went higher than ever before. After breakfast 
there was a general scramble for places on the booms, crow's nests, lifeboats and 
every place where a view of land could be obtained. The 401st was well represented 
in the high positions. 

At 10 A.M. the ship docked at Brooklyn, and nearly an hour was spent in clearing 
the ship of troops and their luggage. At the dock the Red Cross came to the rescue 
in their usual manner, with coffee and homemade pies. After the lunch the ferry 
was used to transport the Battalion to Hoboken, and the shore line railroad carried 
them to Camp Merritt, N. J ., where they arrived at 4.30. Upon arrival at Camp 
Merritt a guard was posted and the men placed in quarantine. 

For two days the men remained pretty close to the barracks, expecting an order 
to report to the " mill " at any time. The order came, and at 1 A .M. the morning 
of May 26, 1919, the Battalion passed through the " mill " or Sanitary Process, 
the last man getting out at 4 A.M. During the day the Battalion was split up, form
ing casual detachments for different camps in the states. The majority of the Bat
talion was to go to Camp Devens, and this detachment moved into two different 
barracks during the day. 

At 7.30, the morning of the 27th, the Battalion left Dumont, N. J. , en route to 
Devens. Lunch was served on the train, and the men were welcomed all along the 
way by civilians and representatives of the Red Cross. Arriving at Devens, at 
5.50 P.M., the men were welcomed by friends and telephone workers from all of the 
districts of the New England Company. 
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Home Again 
The morning of May 28 there was no reveille, and hardly a man was up until 

10.30 A.M. At 1 P.M. the men were taken to Boston, on two special cars, to a recep
tion and banquet given by the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
The affair was a pronounced success and was appreciated by all. The Battalion 
colors were returned by Major Abbott to the company, President Jones receiving 
them. Billets were furnished at the best hotels for the men, who returned to Devens 
the following morning. 

May 30 all of the men left on pass and did not return until the morning of June 
3, 1919. The Battalion was at this time transferred to the Second Demobilization 
Company, and the 401st Telegraph Battalion ceased to exist. lectures were given 
the men on " Reenlistments," "Employment" and other uninteresting subjects. 
The foremost thought in every man's mind was to get home, and change the long
worn khaki for a tailor-made ($50.00) wonder! 

After standing in line nearly three hours on the afternoon of June 3, the men 
finally succeeded in getting through the necessary physical examination; all but 
one man passed, and this unfortunate had · brought a minor trench ailment to this 
country with him, which caused him to remain at the mercy of Uncle Sam's doctors 
ten days longer. 

The following morning, June 4, 1919, the men stoed in line all morning, returned 
for dinner and at 1.30 the first man faced the paymaster for his pay and discharge. 
From then on there was a general handshaking, and wishes of good luck filled the 
hot summer air. 

From then on, remembrances had their birth, and ITO doubt will live long in the 
minds of the New England Telephone's Own Outfit, and their many friends made 
both " Here and There." 



BACK IN GOD'S COUNTRY 

U.S.S. "Panaman" docking at New York on May 23, 1919, with our outfit on board 
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L. W. ABBOTT 

21, 1917. Commisl?ioned captain, Signal Reserve Corps. 

20, 1917. Active duty, Signal Corps Training Camp, Little Silver, N . J. 

2, 1917. To Camp Devens, 401st Telegraph Battalion. 

31, 1917. 

12, 1918. 

12, 1919. 

3, 1919. 

MAJOR LEWIS W. ABBOTT 
Commanding Officer 

Promoted t.o major. Assigned to command of 401st Tele-
graph Battalion. 

Sailed for France. 

Sailed for United States from Bordeaux. 

Discharged. 

35 
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E. M. STANNARD 

May 14, 1917. Conmussioned first lieutenant, Sig-
nal Reserve Corps. 

July 20, 1917. Active duty, Signal Offi cers' Train-
ing Camp, Little Silver, N. J . 

October 2, 1917. Ordered to Camp Devens, 401st 
Telegraph Battalion. 

March ] 2, 1917. Sailed for France. 

June 6, 1918. Assigned to office of chief signal 
officer, A. E. F. 

October 24, 1918. P romoted to major. 

May 2, 1919. Promoted to lieutenant-colonel. 

June 12, 1919. Sailed for United States. 

June 20, 1919. Discharged. 

LIEUT.-COL. E. M. STANNARD 

J . J . DOLAN 

June 1,1917. 

July 20, 1917. 

October 2, 1917. 

March 12, 1918. 

March 26, 1918. 

May 23, 1918. 

September 27, 1918. 

April 10, 1919. 

May 12, 1919. 

June 3, 1919. 

Comnlissioned first lieutenant, 
Signal Reserve Corps. 

Active duty, Signal Officers' 
Training Camp, Little Silver, 
N. J . 

Ordered to Camp Devens, 401st 
Telegraph Battalion. 

Sailed for France. 

Assigned to office of Signal 
Officer, In termediate Section, 
Nevers. 

Assigned to offi ce Chief Signal 
Officers, A. E. F. 

Promoted to captain. 

Assigned to 401st Telegraph 
Battalion. 

Sailed for Uluted States. 

Discharged. CAPT. JOHN J . DOLAN 
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May 

July 

October 

R. W. SHERWIN 

28, 1917. Commissioned first lieutenant, 
Signal Reserve Corps. 

20, 1917. Active duty, Signal Officers' 
Training Camp, Little Silver, 
N. J . 

2, 1917. Ordered to Camp Devens, 401st 
Telegraph Battalion . 

December 21 , 1917. Promoted captain, assigned to 
command Company E. 

March 

.March 

April 

April 

April 

May 

12, 1918. Sailed for France. 

31, 1919. Assigned to Base Hospital. 

14, 1919. Transferred to Base Hospital. 

18, 1919. Sailed for United States. 

28, 1919. Landed in United States. 

16, 1919. Discharged. 

CAPT. R. W. SHERWIN 

GEORGE D. BEAUMONT 

CAPT. GEO. D. BEAUMONT 

July 5, 1917. 

July 27, 1917. 

October 20, 1917. 

January 15, 1918. 

January 23, 1918. 
September 22, 1918. 

September 29, 1918. 

Commissioned first lieutenant , 
Signal R eserve Corps. 

Ordered to active duty at t he 
Presidio of Monterey, Cal. 

Assigned to 317th Field Signal 
Battalion at Camp Devens, 
Mass. 

Assigned to 401st Telegraph 
Battalion , Camp Devens, 
Mass. 

Assigned to Company E. 
Assigned to 1st Army head

quarters as telegraph officer . 
Promoted captain , Signal Corps, 

U.S.A. 
November 20, 1918. Assigned assistant base signal 

December 1, 1918. 

February 23, 1919. 

March 3, 1919. 

March 15, 1919. 

March 21 , 1919. 

officer, La Rochelle. 
Assigned to command Company 

E, 410th Telegraph Battalion. 
Assigned to 412th T elegraph 

Battalion. 
Sailed for United States from 

Brest. 
Arrived United States, Newport 

News. 
Discharged, Camp Alfred Vail, 

N. J, 
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CAPT. C. R. FISCHLE 

DR. LOUIS M. SUCHOFF 

C. R. FISCHLE 

June 4, 1917, commissioned first lieutenant, Signal 
Reserve .Corps. 

July 20, 1917, called to active service. 

July 20 to October 20, 1917, at Supply Officers' Training 
Camp, Little Silver, N. J . 

October 20 to October 31, 11)17, with the 55th Telegraph 
Battalion, Litt le Silver, N. J. 

November 1, 1917, to July 6, 1918, with t he 401st Tele
graph Battalion. 

July 7 to November 1, 1918, with the 407th Telegraph 
Battalion. 

October 25, 1918, promoted to captain, Signal Corps, 
N . A. 

November 2,1918, to discharge, with the 402d Telegraph 
Battalion. 

July 5, 1919, returned to the United States. 

July 24, 1919, discharged at Camp Devens, Mass. 

June 19, 1917, commissioned first lieutenant, Medical 
Corps. 

July 12, 1917, act ive duty, examination board, Gov
ernor's Island, N. Y. 

August 8 to October 20, 1917, Medical Officers' Train
ing Camp, Fort Harrison, Ind. 

October 23, 1917, to January 15, 1918, Second Infirmary 
Department Brigade, Camp Devens, Mass. 

January 15, 1918, to lVlay 12, 1919, 401st Telegraph 
Battalion. 

May 12 to June 8, 1919, casual offi cer . 

March 25, 1919, promoted captain, Medical Corps. 

June 8, 1919, discharged from service. 

CAPT. LOUIS M. SUCHOFF 
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FRANK NEWMAN 

September 21,1917. 

October 22,1917. 

January 2, 1918. 

April 6, 1919. 

April 19, 1919. 

May 2, 1919. 

May 6, 1919. 

Commissioned first lieutenant. 

Assigned to the Reserve Officers' 
Training Battalion, Camp 
Alfred Vail, Litt le Si lver, N.J . 

Reported to the 401st Telegraph 
Battalion, Camp Devens, 
Ayer, Mass. 

Transferred to the 413th Tele
graph Battalion. 

Sailed from France as a casual 
officer . 

Arrived in United States. 

Discharged. 

LIEUT. FRANK NEWMAN 

E DWARD L. CLARK 

July 21 to October 27, 1917, Officers' Training Camp at 
Little Silver, N. J . 

October 28, 1917, to October 20, 1918, supply officer , 
401st Telegraph Battalion . 

October 7, 1918, accepted commission as captain . 

November 15, 1918, to May 12, 1919, commanding 
officer, Company D, 401st Telegraph Battalion. 

May 13 to June 13, 1919, casual. 

June 9, 1919, arrived in United States from France. 

June 13, 1919, discharged at Little Silver, N. J . 

CAPT. EDWARD L. CLARK 
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LIEUT. W. G. THOMAS 

HERNDON C. JONES 

W. G. THOMAS 

May 14, 1917. Officers' Training Camp, Platts-
burg, N. Y. 

August 12, 1917. Assigned to Camp Devens, 
Mass. 

August 16, 1917. Assigned to 42d Division , Camp 
Mills, N . Y . 

October 31, 1917. Sailed for France, U. S. S. 
America. 

November 12, 1917. Landed at Brest. 

June I , 1918. 

June 20, 1918. 

August 29, 1918. 

Assigned to 401st Telegraph 
Bat talion at Limoges. 

Detached duty, wire stringing 
detail. 

Rejoined 401st Telegraph Bat
talion. 

May 27, 1919. Left France, U. S. S. Susque-

June 

July 

hanna. 

9, 1919. Landed in United States, New
port News. 

1,1919. Discharged, Camp Alfred Vail. 

January, 1916. Enlisted in Pennsylvania National 
Guard. 

July, 1916. Demobilized. 

July, 1917. Mobilized. 

January, 1918. Officers' Training Camp, Leon Springs, 
Texas. 

April, 1918. Commissioned second lieutenant . 

July I , 1918. Sailed for France. 

J uly 16, 1918. Transferred to 401st Telegraph Bat-
talion. 

May, 1919. Promoted to first lieutenant . 

May 30, 1919. Sailed for United States. 

June 25, 1919. Discharged . 

LIEUT. H . C. JONES 
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Hail! Hail! The Gang's All Here! 
ABBOTT, LEWIS w. 

50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 
AITCHISON, WILLARD R. 

59 West 62d Street, New York, N. Y. 
ALLEN, BERNARD S. , DR. 

40 Grand Street, Hartford, Conn. 
ALLEN, HUGH N. 

Midgely Lane, Worcester, Mass. 
AMADON, JOHN H. 

30 Pearl Street, Framingham, Mass. 
ANDERSON, HANS P . S. 

301 Maple Street, Atlantic, la. 
ANDERSON, HARRY C. 

7 Lake Street, West Concord, N. H. 

BACON, HENRY S. 
Lake Pleasant, Mass. 

BAKER, GEORGE J . 
11 Newell Street, Manchester , N. H. 

BALDWIN, BERNARD 
Beaver City, Utah. 

BALL, HARRY M. 
Crow Agency, Mont. 

BAUS, ANDREW J . 
San Jacinto, Apt. No. 8, Beaumont, Tex. 

BARKDULL, FAY 
Montpelier, Ida. 

BARKE, CHRISTIE W. 
Donnybrook, N. D . 

BATCHELDER, FRED R. 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 

BEATTY, CHESTER E . 
198 Elm Street, Everett, Mass. 

BEAUMONT, GEORGE D. 
768 Bellevue Street , North Seatt le, Wash. 

BIDDLE, ALVER L. 
Virginia, Nev. 

BISSELL, H. H. 
BLAKE, WILLIAM E. 

17 Tucker Street, Milton, Mass. 
BLINN, LUCIUS A. 

296 Dudley Street, Roxbury, Mass. 
BOLEWINE, ROLAND W. 

37 Bay Street, Springfield, Mass. 
BOWDEN, JOHN E. 

50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 
BRADLEY, WILLIAM 

221 Dudley Street, Roxbury, Mass. 
43 

BRALEY, GEORGE F. 
348 North Street , New Bedford, Mass. 

BROCK, CHAS. H. 
Pittsfield, N. H . 

BROCK, WALTER S. 
Pittsfield, N. H . 

BROWN, CLENN. O. 
BROWN, COURTLM~D M. 

69 Washington Avenue, Natick, Mass. 
BROWN, FREDRIC B. 

322 Main Street, Cumberland Mills, Me. 
BROWN, JOHN' E. 

Robinston, Me. 
BROWN, MARTIN R. 

15 Snow Street, Providence, R. I. 
BROWNING, RALPH E . 

57 Elm Street, Webster, Mass. 
BRYAN, JAMES F . 

1082 Commonwealth Ave., Allston, Mass. 
BRYANT, HAROLD E. 

23 Radford Lane, Ashmont, Mass. 
BUCHANAN, RUSSELL B. 

463 West Street, New York, N. Y. 
BUCKLEY, FRANCIS L. 

82 Hall Street, Springfield, Mass. 
BULLOCK, CHARLES E. 

91 Webster Street, Haverhill, Mass. 
BURNS, HENRY P. 

250 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 
BUSH, ARTHUR W. 

80 Tower Hill Avenue, Lawrence, Mass. 

CADRIAN, EDWARD H. 
24 Worcester Street, Boston, Mass. 

CAFFRAY, CHAS. R. 
282 High Street, East Dedham, Mass. 

CALHOUN, WILLIE O. 
Moline, Ill . 

CAMERON , CHAS. A. 
9 Haviland Street, Worcester, Mass. 

CAMPBELL, CHARLES E. 
60 Townsend Ave., Boothbay Harbor, Me. 

CAMPBELL, GEORGE H. 
131 Greenwood Street, Springfield, Mass. 

CARR, RALPH E. 
24 North Pleasant Street, Taunton, Mass. 

CARTER, CHAS. L. 
Dalton, Ga. 
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CASH, vVILLIAM E. 
358 Brown Street, South Portland, Me. 

CASSIDY, JOSEPH W. 
50 Oliver St.reet, Boston, Mass. 

CHAPMAN, CLARENCE P. 
Vineyard Haven, Mass . 

CLARK, EDWARD L. 
27th and Brown Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 

CLARK, RAYMOND D. 
43 Harlow Street, Al'lington, Mass. 

CLEARY, ROBT. A. 
512 Beach Street, Elizabeth City, N. C. 

CLEMENT, CHAS. A. 
52 Factory Street, Nashua, N. H. 

CLINTON, PATRICK E. 
448 Linden Ave., Steubenville, Ohio. 

COLE, JAMES 
Malad City, Ida. 

COLLINS, THOS. W. 
62 Eustis Street, North Cambridge, Mass. 

COLSEN, OSCAR A. 
541 Revere Street, Revere, Mass. 

CONE, FRANCIS J. 
West Worthington, Mass. 

CORBETT, WALTER H . 
19 Part Street, Nor thampton, Mass. 

COUNSELL, HENRY 
2 Fair Street, Nantucket, Mass. 

COX, THOS. M. 
Care N. E . T. & T . Co., Buzzards Bay, Mass. 

CROSWELL, RAY R. 
69 Oxford Street, Somerville, Mass. 

CROTTY, JOSEPH L. 
37 Pennsylvania Avenue, Somervi!le, Mass. 

CROWN, SAMUEL 
Vinald Road, Medfield, Mass. 

CRUICKSHANK, ROBT. 
73 Brooklyn Street, Barre, Vt. 

CURTIS, JOHN K. 
154 Coleman Street, Bridgeport, Conn. 

DALY, JOHN E. 
20 Jackson Street, Melrose, Mass. 

DEAN, HAROLD A. 
15 Snow Street, Providence, R. I. 

DEROSIA, WM. J. 
1l0Yz Union Street, Littleton, N . H. 

DEXHEIMER, FRED J. 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 

DIGHTON, FRED G. 
17 Grandview Ave., 'Worcester, Mass. 

DILLON, DANIEL T. 
204 Youngs Avenue, Joliet, Ill. 

DOLAN, JOHN J. 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 

DONAHUE, PATRICK J. 
23 Boland Street, Somerset, Mass . . 

DONEY, ALBERT C. 
308 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

DOUGHERTY, WALTER L. 
Park River, N . D. 

D UNN, WALTER D. 
28 Ridge Road, 'Vaverley, Mass. 

EDDY, CHAS. P. 
92 Atwood Street, Hartford, Conn. 

EDGAR, WM. H. 
16 Rice Street, Brookline, Mass. 

ELDER, WM. F. 
Arbor Street, Wenham, Mass. 

ELLIS, HOWARD W. 
39 Bay State Road, North Adams, Mass. 

EVANS, EDWARD G. 
Walnut Street, North Adams, Mass. 

EVANS, HENRY A. 
80 Ellis Street, Brockton, Mass. 

EWING, JOSEPH E. 
Apollo, Pa. 

FAHEY, HOWARD S. 
563 Riverside Avenue, Medford, Mass. 

FALLON, HERBERT 
88 Auckland Street, Dorchester , Mass. 

FANNING, GEO. J. 
1543 Cranston Street, Cranston, R. I. 

FARMER, ROY 
Care N . E. T. & T. Co., Burlington, Vt. 

FARRAR, GEO. A. 
45 Forest Avenue, Portland, Me. 

FARRINGTON, WALTER W. 
52 Pearl Street, Springfield, Mass. 

FERGUSON, JOHN R. 
24 Nickerson Street, Pawtucket, R . I. 

FINAN, MELVIN O. 
Ashburnham Street, Ashburnham, Mass. 

FISCHLE, CLARENCE R. 
436 Clinton Avenue, Albany, N . Y. 

FISHER, FRANK S. 
60 Orlando Avenue, Winthrop, Mass., 

FITZGERALD, JAMES H. 
49 Jamaica Street, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 

FITZGERALD, JOSEPH E. 
G. D. , Field's Corner P.O., Dorchester, Mass. 

FLANNIGAN, JOSEPH V. 
26 Kingston Street, Lawrence, Mass. 

FLETCHER, FRANK W. 
Railroad Avenue, Rowley, Mass. 

. FREEMAN, GEO. D . 
Bourbon, Ill. 

FREER, CHAS. 
7 State Street, Schenectady, N . Y. 



PERSONNEL 

FRENCH, GEO. F. 
2 Bradley Street, Somerville, Mass. 

GARCIA, MIGUEL R. 
361 Albany Avenue, H ar tford, Conn. 

GEARY, EDWARD B. 
6 Carey Lane, Portland, Me. 

GLINES, GEO. B. 
15 Snow Street, Providence, R. 1. 

GOODEN, JOHN J. 
419 Lowell Street, Lawrence, Mass. 

GOODMAN, A. R. 
GOULD, ELMER E. 

526 Norfolk Street, Mattapan, Mass. 
GRAY, LEVI E . 

M illington, Mass. 
GRAY, LEWIS 

180 Atlantic Street, Portland, Me. 
GRAY, ROSCOE 

Barnstead, N . H . 
GREENE, WM. J. 

14 Williams Street, vVest Newton, Mass. 
GROSSMAN, ALEX. F. 

536 West Warren Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
GULLAGE, HENRY J. 

67 Webster Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. 

HAGGERTY, RICHARD P . 
6 Beacon Avenue, Nashua, N. H. 

HALE, AUSTIN S. 
418 Main Street, Waltham, Mass. 

HALL, FRANK W. 
398 Broadway, Pawtucket, R. 1. 

HALPINE, NORMAN N. 
519 Brigton Avenue, South Portland, Me. 

HAMMOND, MATTHEW 
Concord, Mass. 

HAMMOND, WALTER H. 
22 Oakl and Street, Salem, Mass. 

HANNIGAN, HARRY C. 
45 Wainwright Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

HANSEN, CORNELIUS 
1806 14th Avenue, South Minneapolis, Minn . 

H ART, WM. J . 
601 Cambridge Street, 'Worcester, Mass. 

HEFFERNAN, JOHN F. 
62 Ashland Street, Lynn, Mass. 

HENDERSON, LLOYD 
5 Cordis Street, Charlestown, Mass. 

HENNESSEY, JOHN J. 
7 Saratoga Street, Lawrence, Mass. 

HERENDEEN, KARL S. 
105 Yorktown Street, West Somerville, Mass. 

HERLONGE, THEOPHULES L. 
Florence Apartments, Los Angeles, Cal. 

HIGGINS, ROY C. 
51 E ast 131st Street, New York, N. Y. 

HILTON, HARRY E. 
355 Summer St., Lynn, Mass. 

HODGES, BENJ. F. 
549 Highland Avenue, Somerville, Mass. 

HOGAN, WM. J. 
33 Summer Street, Rutland, Vt. 

HOLLOWAY, JOSEPH M . 
2560 Eastern Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio . 

HORNE, ARTHUR W. 
Care N. E. T. & T. Co., Worcester, Mass . 

HORTON, ARTHUR W. 
4 Perham Street, West Roxbury, Mass. 

HORTON, WM. 
273 Hyland Avenue, Passaic, N. J. 

HUGHES, WALTER L. 
291 Lake Avenue, Manchester, N. H. 

HUMPHREY, OWEN 
Castleton, Vt. 

HUNTER, CLARENCE 
R.F.D. No. 10, Columbus, Ind . 

HYDE, RAY H. 
12 W alnut Street, Lawrence, Mass. 

HYDE, RUSSELL W. 
8 Walnut Street, Methuen, Mass. 

HYLAND, WILLARD O. 
108 ,\Varren Ave. , Wollaston, Mass . 

INGALLS, CLARENCE T. 
Care N. E. T. & T. Co., Chelsea, Mass. 

JOHNSON, LEONARD 
Redwood Falls, Minn. 

JONES, HERNDON C. 
Newberry, S. C. 

JORDAN, COLlE 
11 4th Street, E llsworth, Me. 

JORDAN, JOSEPH W. 
11 Porter Street , Lowell, Mass. 

KEGLER, FRED G. 
63 Parker Street, Gardner, Mass. 

KELLER, RALPH L. 
50 Oliv.er Street, Boston, :Mass. 

KELLY, MARTIN F. 
136 Second Street, Pittsfield , Mass. 

KENNEDY, HENRY L. 
Green Street, Medfield, Mass. 

KINSLER, HERMAN 
61 Linden Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

KOPPENAAL, PETER H. 
44 Sout~ 19th Street, Holland, Mich. 

LABELLE, JOSEPH P. 
25 Prospect Street, Brunswick, Me. 
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LANGAN, WM. F . 
17 Maple Avenue, Northampton, Mass. 

LASKY, FRANCIS V. 
172 Putnam Street, East Boston, Mass. 

LAVALLEE, EDWARD J . 
219 Guilford Avenue, Laconia, N. Y. 

LAvVTON, ROBT. H . 
Care of N. E. T. & T . Co. , Athol, Mass. 

LEACH, GEO. A. 
2 Howard Street, Greenwood, Mass. 

LINDRIDGE, CHAS. D. 
15 Snow Street, Providence, R. 1. 

LINEHA J , PATRICK J. 
46 Depot Street, R andolph, Mass. 

LUCAS, HENRY C. 
P. O. Box 451, Frankfort, Kan. 

MAcNEIL, ANGUS J. 
189 West Springfield Street, Boston, Mass. 

MAHER, JAMES M., JR. 
100A Washington Street, Brookline, Mass. 

MAHONEY, GEO. F. 
3 Fainwood Circle, Cambridge, Mass. 

MAHONEY, RICHARD F. 
11 Union Street, Concord, Mass. 

MAI~ION, P AUL H. 
17 Lothrop Street, Plymouth, Mass. 

MANN. LOUIS H . 
505B Shirley Street, Winthrop, Mass. 

MANSON, GEO. K 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 

MARTIN, FELIX G. 
Upton, Wyo. 

MAYO, GEO. H . 
42 Williams Street, Burnside, Conn. 

McALLISTER, ROBERT A. 
Care N. E. T. & T. Co., Manchester , N. H . 

McCARGO, FRANCIS W. 
45 Forest Avenue, Portland, Me. 

McDONALD, LEO J . 
116 Franklin Avenue, Chelsea, Mass. 

McHARDY, LEWIS J. 
463 Pleasant Street, East Milton, Mass. 

MciSAAC, JOHN C. 
274 Franklin Street, Springfield, Mass. 

McLAUGHLIN, JOSEPH D . 
95 Calumet Street, Roxbury, Mass. 

McMANAMA, JOHN C. 
14 Fort Square, Greenfield, Mass. 

McMANUS, BERNARD 
McNAMARA, J AMES C. H . 

107 Manthorne Road, vVest Roxbury, Mass. 
McSWEENEY, EDWARD R. 

23 West Dedham Street, Boston, Mass. 
METCALF, LAWRENCE E. 

451 St. Ann Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

MICKALSEN, OTTO A. 
30 Hayes Street, Cambridge, Mass. 

MILLER, RALPH H. 
76 Hendrix Street, Brooklyn, N. Y . 

MILLER, ROBERT A. 
433A Monroe Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

MOHAN, FRANK J . 
92 West Central Street, Manchester, N. H. 

MOLLOY, JAMES J. 
146 Veazie Street, North Adams, Mass. 

MONTGOMERY, JAMES J. 
53 J amaica Street, J amaica Plain, Mass. 

MORIN, SAMUEL Z. 
140 Lester Street, Providence, R. I . 

MORRISON, EARL F. 
Care N. E. T . & T . Co., Worcester, Mass. 

MORROW, EMERSON 1. 
Care N. E. T . & T. Co., Spr ingfield, Mass. 

MOSHER, RALPH L. 
Care N. E. T . & T . Co., Bangor, Me. 

MULHERN, JOHN M. 
74 West Cedar Street, Boston, Mass. 

MURPHY, JE REMIAH J . 
57 Catherine Street, " Torcester, Mass. 

MURPHY, JOHN H . 
358 Brown Street, South Portland, Me. 

MURPHY, ROBERT P . 
6 Mansfield Street, Allston, Mass. 

MURRAY, JOHN W. 
294 Cedar Street, New Bedford, Mass. 

MUZZEY, EDWARD H. 
85 Ashmont Street, Providence, R. 1. 

NEWMAI~, FRANK 
635 Macon Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

NIHAN, THOS. P . 
52 Sullivan Street, Charlestown, Mass. 

NORTH, ARNOLD 
245 Brow Street, East Providence, R. 1. 

NORTH, PERCY B. 
Care N. E . T. & T. Co., Oxford St, Boston, Mass. 

O'BRIEN, HUGH J . 
New York City. 

O'CONNOR, WILLIAM R. 
118 Highland Avenue, Somerville, Mass. 

O'GARA, PAUL E. 
81 Etna Street, Brighton, Mass. 

O'GARA, THOS. M. 
62 Laurel Street, Manchester, N. H. 

OLIVER, CHA8. A. 
102 Mt. Pleasant Street, New Bedford, Mass. 

OSTRANDE R, FREEMAN J ., JR. 
283 Worthington Street, Springfield, Mass. 

OTTO, JOHN A. J . 
64 Dorchester Ave., Riverside, Quincy, Mass. 



PERSONNEL 

PAINE, RALPH G. 
Care N. E. T. & T . Co., 'Worcester, Mass. 

PEPPIN, GUSTAVE J. 
13 Adams Street, Biddeford, Me. 

PERKINS, GROVER C. 
Care N . E. T. & T. Co., Brockton, Mass. 

PERKINS, JOHN H . 
10 Court Street, Taunton, Mass. 

PIERCE, FRANK G. 
Care N. E. T. & T. Co., St. Albans, Vt. 

PINER, JOSEPH M . 
Big Spring, Tex. 

POTTS, THEODORE 
South Webster, Ohio. 

PROFFITT, ALBERT E. 
37 Willow Street, Providence, R. I. 

RICHARDS, ORION G. 
1169 Bennington Street, East Boston, Mass. 

RICHARDSON, FRED 
125 Milk: Street, Boston, Mass. 

RIOUX, EUGENE J. 
321 Brown Street, Westbrook, Me. 

ROE, JOHN J . 
63 Bagswater Street, E ast Boston, Mass. 

ROGERS, CARL D. 
Clayton, N. Y. 

ROGERS, CLARENCE W. 
829 Somerville St. , Manchester, N. H. 

ROGERS, FRANK J. 
Care N. E . T . & T . Co., Palmer, Mass. 

ROMAN, WALTER A. 
Care N. E. T. & T . Co. , Lee, Mass. 

RUBY, RALPH 
Fallon, Nev. 

RUSSELL, CARL H . 
Chestnut Street, Lynnfield Center, Mass. 

SANBORN, ROY E. 
Care N. E. T . & T. Co., Manchester, N . H. 

SANDS, RICHARD 
4840 North 15th Street , Philadelphia, Pa. 

SAYLOR, E. R. 
4032 South Benton Blvd., Kansas City, Mo. 

SCOTT, JESSE M. 
R.F.D. No.2, Harpel', I a. 

SCOTT, VERNON L. 
28 Monroe Street, Burlington, Vt. 

SEABURY, OSCAR C. 
Care N. E. T . & T. Co., Portland, Me. 

SEARL, LEO. G. 
108 Empire Street, East Lynn, Mass. 

SENTER, JAMES 
Care N. E. T. & T. Co. , Greenfield, Mass . 

SERROR, JOHN H. 
557 Broadway, Providence, R. I. 

SHANNON, ARTHUR F. 
11 Rhoda Street, West Roxbury, Mass. 

SHAW, RAYMOND H. 
9 Kingsley Avenue, Rutland, Mass. 

SHEEHAN, THOS. J . 
15 Forrestdale Road, Worcester, Mass. 

SHERWIN, ROBERT W. 
449 State Street, Albany, N. Y. 

SLOAN, CHESTER 
Apollo, P a. 

SMALL, FRANK W. 
29 Mt. Vernon Street, Biddeford, Me. 

SMITH, AMOS H. 
Troy, Mo. 

SMITH, GEO. B. 
SMITH, JAMES H. 

Rinstead, Minn. 
SMITH, NICHOLAS E. 

14 Watson Street, Dover, . H. 
SNOW, WARREN S. 

147 South 8th West Street, Provelity, Utah. 
SOUTHALL, \"M. H. 

Chocorua, N. H . 
SPAULDING, ROGER B. 

WaJd Street, North Brookfield, Mass. 
SPEAR, LEON C. 

20 Gray Street, Portland, Me. 
STAHL, OSCAR W. 

19 Warner Street, Somerville, Mass. 
STANNARD, EDWARD M . 

50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 
STANYAN, WM. P. 

114 Garland Street, Bangor, Me. 
STEERE, MERRILL B. 

34 King Street, Springfield, Mass. 
STEVENS, HORACE M. 

1125 Elm Street, Manchester, N. H. 
SUCHOFF, DR. LOUIS M. 

1990 7th Avenue, New York, N . Y. 
SULLIVAN, WM. F. 

48 Smith Street, New Bedford. Mass. 
SULLIVAN, WM. J. 

126 0 Street, South Boston, Mass. 
SYPHER, FRANK W. 

Care N . E. T. & T . Co., Springfield, Mass. 

TAYLOR, MEDDIE J. 
East Jaffrey, N. H . 

THOMAS, WILLIAM G. 
96 Sherman Street , Hartford, Conn. 

THOMPSON, FOREST T . 
5 Wesby Street, Worcester, Mass. 

THRESHER, CLIFFORD E. 
96 High Street, Pawtucket, R. I. 

TOBEY, VENNARD B. 
8 Wainwright Street, Dorchester, Mass. 
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TRUDELL, J AMES H. 
26 Bellev ue Street, ' Vorcester, Mass. 

T URNER, CARLTON G. 
P. O. Box 98, North Pembroke, Mass. 

VIENS, FRANK D . 
Care N . E. T. & T . Co., Nor t h Adams, Mass. 

WALLSTER, ELMER O. 
5A H ancock Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

\V ALSH, THOS. J . 
463 West Street, New York, N. Y. 

WALSH, WM. J. 
356 Broadway, Lawrence, Mass. 

WARD, DALBERT L. 
Kenneb unkport, Me. 

WARD, JESSE H . 
Freeport., Me. 

WEBSTER, DREW J. 
640 High Street, H amil ton, Ohio. 

WELSH, PATRICK J . 
5 Metropoli tan Avenue, Rosli ndale, Mass. 

WHALEN, THOS. A. 
324 Saratoga Street, East Boston, Mass. 

WHEELOCK, HERBERT A. 
15 Clarence Street, Everett, Mass. 

WHISSEN, HARRY A. 
Edinburg, Va. 

WHITE , DALLAS E. 
388 Spring Street, Brockton, Mass. 

WHITMORE, PIERCE B . 
110 North 15t h Street, East St. Louis, Ill. 

WHITNEY, FRED W. 
217 Main Street, Stoneham, Mass. 

WHITNEY, W . H. 
25 Harrison Street, Springfield, Mass. 

WILKINS, WM. A. 
P . O. Box 86, Bedford, Mass. 

WILKINSON, WM. N . 
II Commonwealth Ave., No. Andover, Mass. 

WILSON, FRANK B. 
16 Dell Avenue, H yde Park, M ass. 

WOODW ARD, CHAS. A. 
Care N. E . T . & T. Co. , Worcester , Mass. 

WOODWARD, H. STANLEY 
Modern Garage, Needham, Mass. 

WURTZ, E DWARD J . 
141 Centre Street, Roxbury, Mass. 

401ST OFFICERS AT FONTAINE, FRANCE 

Back row, left to right: Major Abbott, Lieut. Miller, Lieut. Piner, Capt. Sherwin. 

Front row, left to right: Lieut. Jones, Lieut. Thomas, Lieut. Newman, Capt. Suchoff, 
Capt. Allen, Capt. Clark. 



Athletics 
Although the 401st spent most of its time, while in Camp Devens, leveling the 

headquarters mountain or having semaphore and wigwag in the mess hall; and prac
tically all of its stay in France either spoiling the landscape by digging it full of holes 
for eight-meter poles, or laying outpost wire carefully in about ~ight inches of juicy 
mud, with one eye on the nearest dugout and the other on the spot where the last 
" Hun blessing " just landed, and wondering all the time if the folks would make a 
good investment of the ten thousand, there were times when the hooks and blue 
denims were laid aside and all hands turned out for a little change along the line of 
sports. 

While the following results are as near correct as we can make them, the editor 
is not to be blamed if it seems as if the 401st always came out on top. Although it 
makes us blush to do it, we must admit that the 401st could play as well as t hey could 
work or eat, and that's some playing. Anyone who knows the bunch will agree. 

The results of the athletic career of this Battalion follow: 

Football 
D COMPANY VS. E COMPANY 

About the last of October, 1917, the football teams of D and E companies clashed 
on the gridiron to determine the championship of the Battalion and to give the coach 
a chance to pick the men that were to play on the Battalion T eam. The teams 
played four twelve-m;nute periods to a scoreless tie. 

401ST TELEGRAPH BATTALION VS. 301ST AMBULANCE CORPS 

In the early part of November a game of football was played between the 401st 
Telegraph Battalion and the 301st Ambulance Corps at Camp Devens. After 
four periods of snappy play the game resulted in a scoreless tie. 

401ST TELEGRAPH BATTALION VS. ST. ALPHONSUS ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Probably the two most famous games in the history of the Battalion were the 
St. Alphonsus game, played at Fenway Park, Boston, and the married and single 
men's game played at Aixe, Haute Vienne, France. 

The first was played on Saturday, November 23 , 1918. While the result was not 
just to our liking, we can truthfully say that the St. Alphonsus team knew, when it 
was all over, that it had been in a regular " he " football game. 
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This day is an important one for another reason besides that one already men
tioned, inasmuch as it was the first and only time the many friends and relatives of 
the boys had a chance to see the boys as a battalion in marching order from the day 
they left their different jobs to become part of Uncle Sam's Army, until they all came 
back from " over there," all decorated with service stripes and blouses that seemed 
rather tight around the chest. 

The Battalion came to Boston accompanied by the 301st Infantry Band, and the 
parade started from the North Station and proceeded to City Hall by the way of 
Milk Street, where a great reception was given them by their many friends, relatives 
and associates. At City Hall they were reviewed ·by Mayor James M. Curley and 
the city fathers. Here, his honor the mayor, in the name of the City of Boston, pre
sented the Battalion, through Major Abbott, a standard of colors. After a few well
chosen remarks from the mayor and a suitable response from Major Abbott, the 
Battalion proceeded to Fenway Park where it gave an exhibition of close-order drilling 
which gave the three thousand spectators in the grandstand a pleasant surprise. No 
one thought that so much could be accomplished in so short a time. After the drill 
the Battalion was dismissed and the g:,tme started. 

The game was not under way very long before everyone realized that a close, 
hard-fought game was on tap. The teams were very evenly matched, and the ball 
seesawed up and down the field, with first one team having the advantage, then the 
other, but neither team seemed to have the extra little punch needed to put the baB 
over. It went this way for three periods, with the crowd yelling madly one minute 
and groaning the next. When the fourth period was nearly ended, and everybody had 
made up their minds to a scoreless tie, the 401st team fumbled and a St. Alphonsus 
man recovered the ball well inside the 401st fifteen-yard line. There was some foot
ball played in the next four rushes, and when the last pile was untangled the ball was 
over the line for a touchdown. St. Alphonsus missed the kick for the goal. 

The two teams lined up and the ball was put in play again, and although the 401st 
with more " pep " than ever were making gains on every play and appeared to have 
a chance to even matters up, the time left was too short, and the game ended with the 
score 6 to 0 in favor of St. Alphonsus. 

As the play was hard and fast at all times there was really no one man who 
featured on either team. Each man played the best he knew how and for all that 
was in him, and it was a clean and clear game of football from start to finish. In fact, 
one old man in the stands was heard to say, " Gosh, if that's the way they play, God 
help the Germans when they start to fight! " 

Basket Ball 
After football was over, the 401st kept in the swim, and a basket-ball team was 

formed in each company. Company D met and defeated six different teams from the 
other signal organizations in Camp Devens at that time, and, as E Company's team 
was also successful in its games, a red-hot game was scheduled to decide the cham-
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pionship of the Battalion. At the last minute Old Man Measles paid a visit to E 
Company's barracks and the game had to be canceled. Some ten thousand dol
lars (7) had to be paid back by the stakeholders. 

Company D was to represent the Battalion in the regimental and battalion 
games, but never had a chance to play, as, after long months of watchful waiting, our 
orders finally came, and the suits were carefully laid in a box, sprinkled with moth 
balls, and were never used over there. 

The following teams were met and defeated by both teams of the Battalion in the 
K. of C. Hall at Camp Devens: 

Companies A, Band C of the 301st Field Signal Battalion. 
Companies A, Band C of the 317th Field Signal Battalion. 

Baseball 
The Battalion had hardly got rid of their sea-legs in sunny France when a ball 

and bat appeared from nowhere, and the next thing on tap was a series of three games 
between our Battalion team and the 127th Infantry team who were doing guard duty 
at Camp Pontenazian, our first stopping place in France. 

The 401st won the first game, the 127th Infantry won the second, and the third 
game was a red-hot one without either team coming out on top after a close, hard fight. 

From here on the Battalion was never together again in the S. O. S., one company 
being in one town and the other in another town, generally about fifteen miles apart, so 
that our baseball games in France were all by company teams. 

The next game of ball played by D Company was played at Aixe, Haute Vienne, 
against a team from the 59th Artillery who were in training in that town. The game 
was a good one and well played, but the 59th Artillery for some unknown reason 
scored more runs than the D Company team, and this game had to go on the losing 
side of our books. 

The next game was the real big game of our French career. It was the game 
between the married and single men, played on the 30th of May on a field near the 
chateau where D Company was quartered. It has been said that there was more 
rotten baseball shown in this game than in any other ever played in the world. In 
fact, some of the players in that game have never been able to live down the reputa
t ion that they made for themselves. It has also been rumored that if " Ty " Cobb 
or " Home-run " Baker had ever seen " Jingles" Mahoney or " Flat " Ingalls playing 
centerfield and third base respectively, for the married men on that day, they would 
have prayed for the front line trenches as the easiest way to end their existence. 
When the smoke from that battle had cleared away, and the scorekeeper had been 
placed under arrest, where he could harm no one in his ravings after trying to keep 
the error column straight and the score within ten or twelve runs of what it ought to 
be, it was decided by the single men that they had won, by the score of 12 to 4. 
The poor old married " blokes" were too weak to protest, so they let it go at that. 
Many were the threats of what they would do in the next game, but that next game 
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was never played. Perhaps this was all for the best, as our little old Battalion was 
short-handed most of the time after we landed, for the Allies or Marshal Foch or 
some one found out that we were really here with a bunch of regular telephone men 
from good old New England, where they turn them out O. K. 

One Sunday in July when one of our detachments was stationed at Perigueux, 
a ball game was arninged and played between the 414th Telegraph Battalion and a 
team of thirty men picked from this detachment. After five innings of close play 
with no score, the detachment started a rally and piled up a four-run lead. As Baker 
was going good with Hart behind the bat, this lead put the game on ice, as the 414th 
wasn't able to get more than one run through the entire game. In the last inning our 
boys pulled off a triple play that would have made the big-leaguers green with envy. 

On August 11, while E Company was located at Les Billeau, its members par
ticipated in an athletic meet, which was managed by the Y. M. C. A. for soldiers 
located in the city of Libourne and its suburbs. Our boys showed up very well con
sidering that they had but two days' notice of the meet and also considering the fact 
that many of our best athletes were away on detached service. 

The most interesting event was the tug-of-war. There were four teams entered, 
and our team won the final from the 53d Ammunition Train team. 

Our man finished third in the one hundred yard dash, and in the medley relay 
race our team came in second. 

Our next appearance in the limelight of A. E. F. sports was at R est Camp No.1, 
located a short way out from Bordeaux. Here there was a real American baseball 
diamond, back-stop and all; and it was here that the boys really had their first chance 
to show that they could play the national game with any of them. The permanent 
troops here were the Headquarters Company of the 104th Infantry, a bunch of New 
England boys whom many of our boys knew, and it was not long before a series of 
games were arranged between their team and one from Company D. Three games 
were played, and they were all close games, full of good baseball from start to finish. 
The l04th won the first game, Company D the second, owing to the fact that it had 
" Kid " Fahey in the box. The third and championship game was played on the morn
ing of July 4, before a crowd of ten thousand, six French women selling oranges, a 
few Algerian ashmen, and four second" Looies." 

Fahey was in great shape and held the 104th to four runs, up to the last half of 
the ninth. The opposing pitcher was equally as good, and they had D Company 
licked 4 to 3 when they came in for their last try at the championship. The rest of 
this tale sounds like a finish of one of Dick Merriwell's famous works, but it is true, for 
all that. The first man up got a base on halls, and Shoeless Joe (Crotty), who was 
making his famous namesake look like a busher that day in right field, got a hold of a 
fast one for a clean single, and that made it two on and one down. The crowd went 
wild, and even the second" Looies " forgot their heavy responsibilities to the Allies for 
the time being and yelled with the best of them. . A real good old-fashioned whirlwind 
finish gets them all; whether they are young or old, wise or foolish, they all act alike 
when the last of the ninth starts off with two on and one down for the team that only 
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needs one to tie and two to win. Well, to go on with our tale, the next man on our list 
was" Jingles" Mahoney, the only man known to have split a baseball in two by hitting 
it with only half of his strength . It sure looked bad for the 104th now, and I guess 
Eagan, their pitcher, thought the best way out was to put it in t he groove, say a 
prayer and trust to luck. This is just what he did, but his prayer was evidently 
" pas bon," for Jingles was waiting for it, and the last seen of that ball it was dropping 
into 'the woodpile about fifty yards back of center field. Two men came home and 
brought the old ball game with them, and D Company of the 401st had won the 
championship of Rest Camp Jo. 1, Bordeaux, France. 

After this, Company D was content to rest on their laurels; but more glory was 
destined to be theirs, for a camp team to represent Camp No. 1 in a series of games 
to be played with teams from other camps in and around Bordeaux was formed . This 
team was made up of men from the 104th Infantry, Troop A, 6th Cavalry, and D 
Company, 401st Telegraph Battalion. D Company was represented on this team 
by four of the nine positions. This team met and defeated such teams as the 127th 
Field Artillery and the 148th Field Artillery from Camp de Souge, the 13th Engineers, 
" champs" of Bordeaux in the Y. M. C. A. League, and last but not least, our old 
friends from Boston, the 302d Infantry from Camp Genicart near Bordeaux. It 
was while this team was on its way to become " champs" of all the A. E. F. that 
the Battalion received orders to move to the front to join the First Army. Therefore 
the spiked shoes and sliding pads were laid aside for the tin derbies and" Gats," and 
from then on to the end of the war the only athletics indulged in were an occasional 
one hundred yard dash for a dugout and a game played more or less by everyone, 
called " Hunt the Coot." 

When the spring of 1919 came along the boys again t urned to baseball as a 
means of diversion. We were then located at Camp de Souge, near Bordeaux. A 
picked team from the Battalion met and defeated all of the other camp teams. The 
team acquired such a good name that other organizations were continually asking 
our boys to play for them. 

I t was while at this camp that a series of games was arranged between teams repre
senting the ~ergeants, corporals, chauffeurs and privates, respectively. These games 
were always hard-fought games, and the privates were leading the league when our 
orders to move to an embarkation camp arrived. 
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Popular Books of E Company 
Title 

How I Lost Them 
Three Weeks in Argenton 
Discipline in the Army 
That Boy" Shmitty " 
One of the Boys . 
For Uncle Sam and Efficiency 
How to Get Results . 
To Have and To Hold First Place in Mess Line 
Details, and How to Pick Them 
One Night with the M.P.'s 
My Life in the Queen City 
The Helping Hand 
The Chief of the Reel Gang 
French Picnics I have Attended 
All Aboard for Glencliffe 
Scenes Around the Cape 
Stories of a Lineman 
Marty and I 
Loss and Gain 
How I Rose from the Ranks 
My Service with First Army Headquarters 
Our Happy Family 
Excess ~aggage I have Had 
Who Stole the Jam 
Calling the Roll . 
Give and Receive in Proportion 
It's All in the Spelling 
Explosives I have Handled in France 
B0unding Along . 
Barking Trees with a Quad 
When the Sun is Setting in the Golden West 
When is a Quad Not a Quad 
When Bar-sur-Aube was at Its Best 
Making Dust with a Garford . 
Officers I have Driven 
Down in 01' V'gin'e with Mumma 
The Joy of Life . 
The Malaga Twins 
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Written by 

" Capt. Bob" Sherwin. 
Lieutenant Thomas. 
Lieutenant Piner. 
" Lieutenant Doc" Suchoff. 
Lieutenant Beaumont. 
Lieutenant Fischle. 
Marty Kelly. 
" Mother" Lawton. 
"Top " Murphy. 
" Volunteer" Rogers. 
" Dom " O'Gara. 
" Jim" Trudell. 
" Hap" Farrington. 
" Cy " Finan. 
" Big Bill " Derosia. 
Counsell and Sullivan. 
" Phantom" Cruickshank. 
" Plumb Bob " Senter. 
" Bangor Bill " Mosher. 
" Happy Jack" McIsaac. 
" Bobby" North. 
" Lou" Gray. 
" Fritz" Kegler. 
" Chief" Hogan. 
" Chalus Jack " Murray. 
" Willie" Langan. 
" (H) ash" Rioux. 
"Monk" Morrison. 
" Shine'! Mayo. 
" Reckless J ess" Ward. 
" K.P." Ruby. 
" Jumbo" Horton. 
" Doc" Paine. 
" Daredevil" Brown. 
" Cap" Sanborn. 
" Hock" Cleary. 
" Goose" Seabury. 
Bullock and Gray. 
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Title 

At Bordeaux with Kelly 
Showing 'Em All 
When and How to Sing 
The Cause of the War 
Our Furlough at Chalus 
I may be Small but I have Large Ideas 
Ringing Them Up in Schenectady 
The Trials of Army Life . 
Only a Farmer 
Official Sessions I have Attended 
A Hitch in the avy. 
With the 11th Engineers on the English Front 
How to Soldier 
Formations I have Missed 
Actresses I have Known . 
That School Mann 0' Mine 
Sugar Time in Vermont 
French Society 
The Jack of All Trades 
Women of the West . 
A Corner of the Market 
How I became a Man 0' War 
Tractors and Their History 
The Art of Debate 
Rheumatism and How to Cure It 
Blowing My Life Away 
The Nightmare of a R. R. Man 
Pleasing the Boys 
Liver Hash and How to Make It 
Guarding Our President at Chaumont 
Tales of a Vermonter . 
'Way down East 
The Life of a Soldier Lineman 
Service First at All Hours 
Touring France by Motor 
Why Quads Tip . 
The Long and Short of t he 401st 
Dodge(ing) around France 
The Red Dog at Its Best . 
Remem brances of Cash's Corner 
Heard at the Officers' Mess 
Jam Socials I have Attended 
Beaucoup Eats 
The Art of Dishwashing 
The Little Girl back Home 

Written by 

" Villa " Taylor. 
" Mechanic" Braley. 
" Tenor " Dighton . 
" Bunny" Corbett. 
" Kid " Clement and" Daddy" Spear. 
" Shorty" Small. 
" Doughboy" Freer. 
" Pedro " Whitmore. 
" Rancher" Hunter . 
" Connie" Hanson. 
" Cannon Ball " Muzzey. 
" Tommy" O'Brien. 
" Spot" Herlonge. 
" Rex " Shaw. 
" Speed " Breeman. 
" Dignity " J ordon. 
" Dick " lV[cManama. 
" Dash " Browning. 
" Barber Jo " Hughes. 
" Cowboy" Scott. 
" Hook " Proffitt. 
" Kid Pants" Geary. 
" Gas Engine" Smith. 
" Adjutant " Potts. 
" Mouser " Mart in. 
" Bugler " Barke. 
" Red " Fanning. 
" Pastry" Farrar. 
" Gus" Peppin. 
" Sleuth " Oliver. 
" Slim " Scott. 
" Lanky" Brown. 
" Hiker" Donahue. 
Mohan and Lavallee. 
" Peaches" Roman. 
" Abey " Cone. 
" Six " Morrow and " Shorty" Small. 
" Zero " Sypher. 
" Reno" Biddle. 
" Broker " Cash. 
" Jock " Ferguson. 
" Ginune " Campbell. 
" Lucky" Nick Smith. 
" Suds" Morin. 
" Cupid " Sloan. 



POPULAR BOOKS 

Title 

Dog Robbing as a Profession 
One-two-three-four - Halt 
The Spirit of 1917 
Fall In . 
Why did I Leave the Boys 
Life at Plattsburg 
Ambitions Realized 
In and Out. 
Three of a Kind . 
How to Run Wire 
A Boost for the Y 
The Sunday K.P. 
Happy Days 
The War 
When Good Fellows Meet 
A Southern Gentleman in New York 
Riding the Irons in the West 
Farming in Ky .. 
The Art of Exchange 
Promoted 
Canoeing on the Providence River 
With the Cavalry in Mexico 
The Future. 
North Adams and Its Future 
Censorship . 
A Song and My Smile 
Raising the Morale 
Arguments I have Lost 
How to Drill a Rookie 
Eat and be Happy 
Squads Right A Bout 
The K.P. Corporal 
Thrills and Near 1hrills in the Army 
Take Me Back to the 401st 
Two Weeks without a Hat 
Ever Willing but Unfortunate 
Hiking for Our Uncle 
How I Got a Sam Brown 
Seeing France through a Transit 
The Soldier Violinist . 
Photography in the Army 
Driving for the Pigeon Family 
The Hero of Gievres . 
Mines and Submarines 
Ragging Morse . 

W1'itten by 

" Cub " McManus. 
A. Wilber Horne. 
" Norm" Halpine. 
" Top Kick" Curt is. 
" Muscles" Ward. 
" Gloomy" Stevens. 
" Bill " Stanyan. 
" Shorty" Viens. 
" Frosty" Thompson. 
"Non-Com." Cox. 
" Triangle Ike" Steere. 
" Still Roger" Spaulding. 
" Angello" Bolewine. 
" Windy" Ostrander. 
Ewing and Webster. 
" Whizbang " Whissen. 
" Hon " Grossman. 
" Pop " Lucas. 
" Puncher" Holloway. 
" Cook " Johnson. 
" Cutey " Sands. 
" Soldier " Hall. 
" Silence " Woodward. 
" Speaker " Molloy. 
" Hairlip " Thresher. 
" Vaudeville Bill " Hart. 
" Huck " Baker. 
" Clink " Sheehan. 
" Slim " Cameron. 
" Longboy " Aitchison. 
" Chas " Lindridge. 
" Precise" Glines. 
" Hubby " Dean. 
" Bobby" McAllister. 
" Halfback " Bacon. 
" Ned " Evans. 
" Fatima" Labelle. 
" Private" McCargo. 
Pierce and Rogers. 
" Sweety " Serror. 
" Grosse" Anderson. 
" Barney" Brown. 
" Buck " Buckley. 
" Micky " Garcia. 
Eddy and Haggerty. 
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Title 

Won't You Write to Me 
All Aboard for Blanket Bay 
Slack 'er Back 
Mechanical Guide 
The Water Wagon 
How to Win Them 
Inside Information 
Grease and Oil 
Supervisory Positions 
Alphabetically from C.C. to KP. 

~"'\-~~~~~ 
=Ot\lE- DAY WHEN 

Written by 

" Oily Bill " Sullivan. 
Jim Smith. 
" Cub " Farmer. 
" Wrench" Hardrock. 
" Barber Jo " Hughes. 
" Cupid " Smith. 
" Mystery" Somers. 
" Affability" Cadoret. 
" Pills" Creekmore. 
" Gambler " Paraseau. 



Latest . Song Hits 
Title Sung by 

I'm so Happy 
The Wild, Wild Women 
We Have a Lot in Common 
You Mustn't Say the Naughty W Ol'd 
They Go Wild, Simply Wild, over Me 
You are in the Army Now 
Your Neck is out a Foot 
Gee, but It is Cold when You are Digging in the Snow . 
When I Lost You, Sam Brown 
I've Got a Bad Cough Bothering Me 

. I 'm a Lonesome Litt le Gold-Bricker 
No Trouble at all . 
Everything's Jake? 
Nothing on t he Cuff To-day 
Well, I'll Kiss Your Neck on State Street . 
I'd Like to Eat in French Hotels, but I'm in the Army Now 
Bucking the Bucks 
Getting the Details 
A Sailor's Life for Me 
How I Love the Bounding Billows 
Please don't take Me Home 
They Always, Always Pick on Me 
Go into the Kitchen, Herby Darling 
Back on the Farm . 
Grunt, Grunt, Grunt 
They Made Me Leave You, I Didn't Want to do It 
I'll Salute for the Detail 
Get Out and Get Under 
A Little Man from A Little Town 
Down in Dear Old Lacartine 
I May be Old but I've got Young Ideas 
I Speak Parisienne French . 
The . Colonel and I were Talking this Morning . 
My Chestnut Locks are Leaving One by One 
You Can't Please Everybody 
Let 's All do Something . 
I Hear You Calling Me 
Filling the Hole 
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" Bunny " Elder. 
" Neptune" Hale. 
Fahey and Ingalls. 
Eddie McSweeney (Vernie) . 
Looie McLaughlin. 
" Captain " Ed. 
The Piper. 
Fred Richardson. 
The S. O. L. Quintet. 
" Times " Mahoney. 
" Morpheus" Blinn . 
" Solomon " Fitzgerald. 
" Wallingford " Walsh. 
" Ricker " Tobey. 
O. Graves Richards. 
(B. L.) Blake, D.R. 
Fisher-Welsh-Gould. 
" Dauntless Joe" Crotty. 
" Old Salt" Leach. 
" Toodles " Bradley. 
" Nacki-Sacki " Jack Roe. 
" Sunshine " Hyde. 
" K.P. " Wheelock. 
" Kuppenheimer " Bowden. 
" Deerfoot " Laskey. 
Lieutenant John. 
" Pom-Pom " Russell . 
" De Palma" Carlson. 
" Dignity " Hennessey. 
" Jake" Gooden. 
" Jingles " Mahoney. 
" Terror " Walsh. 
B. Franklin Fisher. 
Francis X . Whalen. 
Timothy Nihan. 
Capt. Will Greene. 
" Smoke " Shannon. 
" Shorty " 'V allster. 
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Title 

If I could Work Like I can Sleep 
The Salvage Sisters, Micky and Billy 
'Smatter Pop . 
Try Some S. B. Cough Drops 
That Ice-Cream Suit of Mine 
The Barber-Pole Rag 
I'm Shaving My Coupons 
That Little Red Dog of Mine 
When It's Apple-Blossom Time in Argenton 
Good-Morning, Boys 
Our Director . 
An Irish Interpreter 
Grinding Along 
When Angus Came to Town 
A Pick and Shovel Song 
I Can't Live in One Room, for the Smoke Gets in My Clothes 
If Brooklyn is Not a Part of New York, What is It? 
Dogs, Who ever Heard of Feet being called Dogs? 
Oh, Captain, My Captain 
That Girl of Mine . 
Gee, but It's Grand in the Land of Oozing Mud 
Young at Seventy . 
The Apple that You Climb for is the Sweetest, after all 
The Pride of Leadville . 
Going, Going, Gone 
Me for the Devens, when Daly Serves Hash 
Only an Innocent Wop . 
If They only Had a Telephone on the Boat 
Pals, Good Old Pals 
When the Roof Leaked at Gievres 
That's no Way to Use a Test-Box 
Getting the Glue 
The Book of Knowledge 
When does the Balloon go Up 
We Might Not have Danced, but We Always Got In 
Clamoring for a Chance to Speak 
Stop Lining Them Up. 
My Beautiful Picture Gallery 
The Leak that Wouldn't Stop 
Hash - Hash - Hash . 
He Weighs Twelve Pounds . 
Any Seconds, Elmer? 
I Know He Looks Like Me though I Haven't Seen Him Yet 
Who's Next? . 
I Should Worry 

Sung by 

" Burglar " Carr. 
Bryant and Sullivan. 
" Caruso " Jordan. 
" Homer " Batchelder. 
" Pencil " Hannigan. 
" Engineer" Perkins. 
" Buddy" Whitney. 
" Canfield" Dexheimer. 
" Bo " Collins. 
Major Abbott. 
Patrick North. 
" O'Reilly" Cassidy. 
" Smiles " Welsh. 
" Old Man " Richardson. 
Our Angus. 
" Rancher " Fahey. 
Newman and Miller. 
" Kid " Jones. 
Captain Clark. 
" Cupey " Hammond. 
" Happy " Hyland. 
Jimmy Maher. 
" Boots" Crown. 
" Buck " Buchanan. 
" Zep's " Wilkins 
" Happy" Edgar. 
" Isidore" G ullage. 
" Honey" Wurtz. 
Turner and Manion. 
" J. Pierpont" Bryan. 
" Wiggins" Campbell. 
" Tammany " Flannigan. 
" Peanut " Croswell. 
" Ace" Kennedy. 
Mulhern and Murphy. 
" Napoleon" Horton. 
" Velvet" Dunn. 
" Rats" O'Connor. 
" Jake" Stahl. 
" Lady Bountiful " Daly. 
" Daisy" White. 
" Beethoven" Mann. 
" Slim" Colsen. 
" Mercury" Mickalsen. 
" Hank" Henderson. 



LATEST SONG HITS 

Title 

Every Night how They Fight Over Me 
I Am a Good Fellow, I Am 
Carry or Alert 
I Never had a Chance . 
Only a Hay-Shaker 
Nothing to Do, but Plenty to See 
When Randolph was a Village 
Dots and Dashes 
It's Not so Cold 
Beautiful Gardens of France 
I Have a Tremendous Pa.in 
Dreaming Song 
Hit 'Em with a Red One 
That Quad of Mine, Oh, How I Love It 
Keeping on the Road 
Picking the Soft Spots . 
My Mess-Kit is My Friend 
Proverbs . 
Happy Days 
When It's Moonlight on the Aube 
Sleep, Baby, Sleep . 
My Croony Melody 
Old Black Joe . 
The Sunshine of Your Smile 
My Navahoe (an Indian song) 
On the Dear Old Farm . 
The Road to Happiness 
Shine on, Mr. Tennessee Moon 
Ring around Rosy . 
Loved and Lost 
Pick, Pick, Pick (a miner':-; song) 
Serving 'em Hot 
Post -
Up a Little Nearer 

Sung by 

" Flossie" Perkins. 
" Algie" Hilton. 
" Phosgine " Southall. 
" Speed" McNamara 
" Flapjack" Brock. 
" Horseshoes" Bush. 
" Spearmint" Linehan. 
" Shears" Herendeen. 
" Hiker" Clark. 
" Jerry" McCarthy. 
" Curly" Fitzgerald. 
" Kid" Evans. 
" Lucky" Cadrian. 
" Gentle" Montgomery. 
" Spark" Woodward. 
" Gasoline" Otto. 
" Taps" Wilson. 
" Ha Ha " French. 
" Wrestler" Caffrey. 
" Solo" Heffernan. 
" Thunder" Anderson. 
" Andy" Baus. 
" Cal" Calhoun. 
" Fay" Barkdull. 
" Speed" Ball. 
" Apples" Baldwin. 
" Cozy" Clinton. 
" Dimples" Doney. 
" Dinny " Dillon. 
" Cupey " Koppenaal. 
" Dynamite" Campbell. 
" Noisy" Metcalf 
" Regular" Higgins. 
" Cap" Whitn!'lY. 
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Following the Doughboys In the 
Argonne Offensive 

ALBERT E. PROFFITT . 

During the stay of the 401st at Camp Courcelles a detachment of men was 
sent up nearer the front with Captain Sherwin. They pitched their pup-tents on 
La Forge Farms amongst the shell holes near Montblainville. From this place small 
groups were sent out to repair and run wire. The group that probably met with the 
greatest hardships was that in charge of M. S. E. O'Gara on November 2, 1918. 

Starting at Fleville with the reels of twisted paired wire mounted on a Quad 
truck, they proceeded toward the Front. The wire had to be run over ruined build-

-ings, trees or lance-poles. The wire crew worked very fast, and soon left the pole 
gang behind. Unusual sights were seen through this shell-battered ground, such as 
Germans, who were captured by the Americans and were killed by their own artillery 
as they were being taken to the rear. The wire had to be strung past a battery of 
howitzers and nine-poi nt-two guns that were booming heavily. When within one 
and a half kilometers of Landres-St. Georges one of the trucks was ditched. 

Here the battle-line stood the day before, and many comrades and Huns were 
strewn about the fields and roadsides. The crew then fixed up a reel and started 
running the wire by hand. Darkness soon came on, and it was only with great diffi
culty that the job was completed that night. After testing the line we found it open. 
Then the crew started back over the line, tracing it all the way back in the dark, 
over shell holes, dead bodies of men, horses and mules, entanglements and, worst 
of all, the mud. After finding the section that was open, a small hand-reel of field 
wire was picked up, run out and spliced in. On the hike back to the ditched truck 
it started to rain, and the men were up against it good. They were cold and wet, 
with no dinner or supper, dead tired and fifteen kilometers from camp. 

The road was blocked with trucks and doughboys, and navigation was neces
sarily very slow. While some of the boys spent the night in the trucks the rest of 
them walked back to the camp. The ones who spent the night out with the trucks 
salvaged rations and blankets from some of the dead doughboys who lay near. The 
next day about two o'clock the supper for the day before arrived, and was greatly 
appreciated. On the way in on the truck, we jumped another truck in the crowded 
traffic and broke a steering knuckle. This made the traveling much slower, but we 
finally arrived about eleven o'clock that night, and no one was sorry when we were 
again in the hay. 
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\Vith the Boys at Fontaine 
Much to the dislike of the company clerk of E Company of our Battalion, many of 

the men became uneasy about two months after the signing of the armistice, resulting 
in the appearance of many of them at the orderly room in tiearch of information 
regarding the much desired discharge. Becoming out of patience with the steady line 
of men continually at his side seeking information, the clerk, an intelligent youth, 
approached the captain in hopes of finding a way of quelling the practice among the 
men. After a few minutes of thought and no reply from his officer, the clerk said, 
" My idea is to split the Battalion into two replacement companies, one to go home 
right away, and the other to be mustered out in France." 

Our Favorite 
Exercise - Standing at ease. 
Sport - Saluting" shave-tails. " 
Topic of conversation - Going home or Emergency Fund. 
Author - The fellow who wrote the little blue book. 
Color - The horizon blue of the French or the long green of the U. S. A. 
Pastime - Policing the grounds. 
Menu for dinner - Beef in several varieties, rice, potatoes. 
Steamship - Great Northern. 
Details - Eating, receivin.g mail, getting paid. 
Rumor - That we are through work. 
Day of week - Saturday, inspection. 
Automobile - Quad. 
Song - " We're going over. " 
Command - " Dismissed." 
Bugle call - Recall. 
Formation - Mess line. 
Cigarette - " Home run. " 
Poem - " The Ocean Blue. " 
Tragedy - Reveille. 
Fish - Salmon. 
Sergeant - He who has charge of the mess. 
Drink - Tarvia. 
Fruit - Prunes. 
Nut - Beans. 

Wanted: Experienced men in laying tar paper roofs. Apply to Andy J. Baus. 



Smiles 
What did you do in France? Lived at the Hotel de la Gare in Chalus. 

Corporal Morrow, after seeing Ninette and Rintintin, said, "Gee, they make 
me think of young Serro.r and his girl." 

Corporal Browning called out, " The Irish Review is coming up the road." 
Sergeant Trudell looked out of the window and said, "Where? I can only 

see O'Gara." 

Bill (Bangor) Mosher has learned to speak French quite fluently. While pur
chasing small articles at a French store one day he demanded of the madame the 
price of the articles, saying in perfect French, " Combien de kilomet?" 

There was a telephone connection between Wide-Wing and Bonehead (code 
names for American telephone exchanges) and the operator wishing to use the circuit 
challenged, but no one answered. She rang at Bonehead, and as the connection had 
not been taken down, a voice was heard to say " Hello." The operator said, " Is 
this Bonehead? " The voice at Bonehead said, " Yes, this is old Bonehead himself." 
The party proved to be the commanding general of that corps. 

Going over on the boat, the sea was rough almost all the time, and though a 
good many of the boys were sick they stayed up on their feet and did their share of the 
details. On the same boat with us on the trip were a good many Southerners. Cor
poral " B " of our Battalion tells me about meeting one of these Southerners who was 
-feeling pretty ragged. 

I was talking to the corporal of the guard when I saw this fellow come slouching 
along, dragging his gun behind him. I walked toward him and just as I reached him 
the boat lurched and he started to slip. I put out my hand to stop him and he fell up 
against my hand so that it sank into his stomach. "Where are you going?" I asked 
him. 

In a slow, drawling voice he replied, " To my bunk ; I just came off guard over 
yonder soldier." 

Turning to the corporal of the guard, I asked him if I should let him by, and as he 
nodded his assent I let him go and he proceeded in a slow, cautious manner. We 
watched him, and when he had almost reached a door about .fifteen feet away he 
turned to us and in a pathetic and lifeless voice said, " Ain't it a hell of a war where a 
man with his fist can stop a man with a gun? " 
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I wonder if they have solved the mystery of Y. 1. Scratch? 

Who said John Otto didn't shake hands with General Pershing? 

Captain Whitney : " Drive up where we can see them burst better. " 
Laskey: " Did you say turn around, Captain?" . 

A question all members of the A. E. F. would like to have answered: Why, in 
her letters, does mother always mention the pie or cake she has just baked? 

Somebody ask Gus how he likes jam. He says he doesn' t know what became of 
the officers' jam, but that's hard to believe. Just look at his mouth water when you 
speak of it to him. 

Peppin and Oliver, one-time members of our organization, have been transferred 
to the intelligence department as intelligence police. Police sounds good, for we all 
have done that, but we cannot figure out how they get away with that intelligence 
stuff. 

Question: How did Elect. Lawton enjoy his furlough ? 
Answer: Fine; for seven days he enjoyed the scenery at La Bourboule from a 

window in Ward 5, while lying in a bed between white sheets, and had his meals 
brought to him three times a day. 

R eason: The time just flew (Flu). 

Soldier just returned from detail, interviewed by C. O. 
C. 0. : " Did you get back safely, Sergeant?" 
Sergeant: "Yessir." 
C. 0.: " Did Sergeant - - get anything, Sergeant?" 
Sergeant: " Well, sir, he chased a couple, but they got away from him. " 

Officer: " What post is this, guard? " 
Guard: " Post number one, sir." 
Officer: " Yes, that's right. Who's your friend ? " 
Guard: " That's our pig, sir. " 
Officer: " Humph! funny little fellow, isn't he? Sleeps all day and snoops 

around at night. " 
Guard: "Yes, sir. " 
Officer: " What's that?" 
Guard: " That's a rat, sir. " 
Officer: " Here, pig, sic-em, sic-em. Hell! he's not much of a ratter, is he? " 
Guard: "No, sir." 
Officer: II Good-night, guard." 
Guard: "Good-night, sir. " 



SMILES 69 

They say the French itch has joined the staff of the" cootie." 

When we were" Over here" we wanted to be " Over there," and when we were 
" Over there" we wanted to be " Over here." If it is, is it? 

The day that the whole class was asked to write something for the book, one of 
our members sat down in a corner and after tearing his hair for about a half hour he 
turned in his sheet with the words written upon it, " Can't seem to think of any 
story." 

Colored officer to colored men: "Now, men, you are working for the Signal Corps; 
that is not labor work, so you must cut a lot of poles." 

Colored man to colored officer: "Say, Boss, what are they for, the sticks for the 
little flags?" 

A colored private, after observing Major Abbott speeding southward from Var
rennes in a Tin Lizzie, asked another colored private why they had taken the majors' 
cars away from them. The second private replied that the Cadillacs would not 
carry them fast enough in that region. 

" How are you feeling to-day, Pat?" 
" Just like an eight-meter pole, Tom." 
" How's that, Pat?" 
" Why, it takes two men to handle me, Tom." 

The following was heard between Sergeant Sullivan and Private Proffitt. They 
were discussing the relative merits of the different linemen when Sullivan remarked 
that he thought that Corp. Morrow was the fastest lineman in the company. Proffitt 
replied, " Well, he ought to be; he used to work for Swift & Company." 

It was in the kitchen at Toul, and some one had just read out of the daily paper 
that an officer had been killed in front of the Hotel de Ville, , in an automobile 
accident. 

One of the cooks: "Why, I know where that place is; that's in Bordeaux." 

OUf "Medical" Answers School-Call 
On January 17, at Fontaine-sur-Aube, our bugler blew school-call in the middle 

of the afternoon. As he was returning to the orderly room of Company D, he met the 
Medical Detachment pouring out of their infirmary in their shirt-sleeves with water 
buckets, fire extinguishers and brooms. Being of a curious nature he asked them 
where they were going, and they answered, " To the fire; where is it? " 

Bugler: "That was school-call, but I suppose if I blew' Call to arms ' you would 
grab some picks and shovels and go down and dig a latrine." 
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Passing the Buck 
(To the tune of " Balling the Jack") 

I heard to-day the sergeants have to shine the privates' shoes, 
And instead of coffee black as ink, they'll issue us vin rouge. 
The Captain says he'll give us all a pass to Troyes some day, 
And the Major says that he will gladly double all our pay. 
We'll never get willie-beef, but turkey every meal. 
They'll need no guards around the mess, no one will have to steal, 
If my dreams come true, but no such luck, 
For that's what I call" passing the buck." 

- By "Bill" Hart, Co. E, l,-Olst Telegraph Battalion. 

6NAPSHOi 'AKEN NEAR. 1t,~.sTArloN VcROVN.-= . , 
- 'j'HEMAJ'OR5 CADI LL.AC =-



Parodies Sung in the A. E. F. 

A Couple of Months from Now 
(To the tune of " One Hundred Years from Now") 

I wonder will we get a pass 
A couple of months from now. 
I wonder will they feed us hash 
A couple of months from now. 
I wonder if the cooks will still 
Be making that stew that's sure to kill, 
And serving out rain that they all think is syrup; 
I wonder will the Captain have a sure cure for the itch; 
I wonder will they junk our trucks and throw them in the ditch; 
Will the non-com. on quarters have beaucoup special orders; 
Will we have to hike a half a mile to get out to the mess, 
A couple of months from now. 

- By "Bill" Hart , Co. E, 401st Telegraph Battalion. 

I've Lots of Them 
(To the tune of " Two of Us") 

I have lots of them, on my arms, on my legs, 
Everywhere I've found where they hatch 
Cooties all around, must have invitations, 
They gather all around, and have s'ome celebrations. 
And a bunch of them love to play, in the hay, 
And they surely love their chow. 
Some have a cross, they all have service stripes. 
I've tried salve, it only makes them fight. 
They hold banquets almost every night, 
And I still have a bunch of them around. 

- By "Bill" Hart, Co. E, 401st Telegraph Battalion. 
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France 
We may forget your lassies, 

We may forget your towns, 
We may forget your gin-mills, 

And the M.P. on his rounds. 

We may forget your shell-holes, 
We may forget your hills, 

We may forget your valleys, 
And their little sunny rills. 

We may forget your rivers, 
With their early winter's flood, 

But one of the things we'll ne'er forget, 
We will never forget your MUD. 

- By Priv. Hugh N. Allen, Co. D, 401st Telegraph Battalion. 



Poetry We All Remember 
THE LINEMAN 

(With apologies) 

I am not the fellow who guides the train, 
With narrow escapes and thrills. 

No, I'm not the chap that you read about, 
Bedecked with fancy frills. 

You can't class me with the man who, fires, 
Or the rest of the gallant crew; 

I'm only the fellow who strings the wires 
That carry the orders through. 

I haven't done much that a man can boast 
To merit a heap of praise, 

But I've covered this land from coast to coast 
With copper, knobs and stays. 

I have played the game and had my flings 
At thrillers to take your breath. 

Yes, I've seen my shares of the bitter things 
And hung in the jaws of death. 

I have worked up North in the snow and sleet 
At forty degrees below; 

And I've shinned up poles with the tropic 
heat 

At a hundred and twelve or so. 
I have laughed at death on the cannon's rim 

And battled through flood and fire, 
And I've seen those times when the lights 

were dim 
And the world was a maze of wire. 

I have stood a shift till my hands were numb 
And the ground a dizzy blur 

I have worked all day with a broken thumb, 
At two bucks and a quarter per. 

I have been shut up in a tunnel tomb 
Cut off from light and air, 

And I've shinned a pole, just to make more 
room 

For a curious polar bear. 
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No, I am not thl? chap that you read about, 
All decked in fancy frills, 

But I've had my share of the bumps and 
knocks 

And a few of the shocks and thrills. 
You can't class me with the man who fires 

And the rest of the gallant crew, 
But it isn't a cinch to string the wires 

That carry the orders through. 

THE FIRST NIGHT AT CAMP DEVENS 
(With apologies) 

I am there with two thin blankets, 
As thin as a slice of ham. 

A German spy was likely the guy 
Who made 'em for Uncle Sam'. 

How did I sleep? - don't kid me, 
My bed-tick is filled with straw, 

And lumps, and lumps, and big fat bumps 
That punched me till I'm all raw. 

Me, and my two thin blankets, 
As thin as the last dime -

As thin, I guess, as a chorus girl's dress
Well, I had one hell of a time. 

I'd pull 'em up from the bottom -
My nightie's my B.V.D.'s-

A couple of yanks to cover my shanks, 
And then my dogs would freeze. 

You could use 'em for porous plasters, 
Or maybe to strain the soup. 

My pillow, my shoes when I tried to snooze
And I've chilblains, - caught the croup. 

Me, and my two thin blankets, 
Bundled up under my chin -

Yes, a German spy was likely the guy, 
And, gosh, but he made 'em thin! 
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B.!. T. 

We didn't do any fighting, 
But then, we didn't shirk, 

To do our little BIT, 

Along our line of work. 

It wasn't always pleasure, 
To go out in the night, 

And run a pair of wires, 
Without a bit of light; 

When the shells were dropping, 
Not very far away, 

And the boys beneath us lying, 
Who had passed away. 

We just kept on plugging, 
As any soldier should, 

To give the quick connections, 
And help them all we could. 

There was many an instance, 
When we were on a pole, 

The dirty Hun would see us, 
But, .blast his rotten soul, 

His eyesight wasn't perfect, 
So he didn't make a hit ; 

And so we didn't lose a man, 
While doing our little bit. 

One night when it was raining, 
Like I never saw before, 

The lines were all in trouble, 
Which meant the Signal Corps. 

We jumped into a Garford, 
And started for the break, 

The mud, it was so thick and deep, 
The hill we couldn't make. 

Out we got with shovels, 
To see what we could do, 

With that pesky Garford, 
Had beaucoup cursing too. 

And finally we got started, 
To those broken lines, 

And after working half an hour 
We had them working fine. 

On the ground lay many a rifle, 
And ammunition, too, 

Which showed us very plainly, 
Our boys had just passed through. 

Amid t he whizz of the big ones, 
And machine guns' rat, tat, tat, 

The roaring of artillery, 
Would make you lose your hat . 

And so in these conditions 
We worked with might and main, 

To finish up our business, 
And get back home again. 

JOHN R. FERGUSON, Co. E. 

SON KEGLER WRITES HOME FROM 
FLEVILLE 

Dear Dad, he wrote, I am here in France 
And sharing in the Yanks' advance. 
We are driving back the filthy Hun, 
The Heinies now are on the run, 
And I am well and' strong to-night 
Except for little things that bite. 

I will oft recall these happy days 
I sat before the log fire's blaze, 
Within my little pup-tent snug 
Which boasted neither chair nor rug, 
In slumber's grip my pal would be 
While vainly I would hunt the flea. 

Well, Dad, I do not want to brag, 
But while in France to serve the fl ag, 
I will say, in running down a flea, 
Dogs never had a thing on me. 
In fact, I think I have learned to do 
Some twists a dog could never do. 

Your loving son, 
FRED. 



I Wonder-
If his grandchildren will hear the story of George Washington and the green 

tam-o' -shanter. 
Who the real " Phantom King " is. 
How many " Chinese Phantoms" he threw. 
If he was having a " Sunday-school picnic. " 
If he knew the identity of " Billy." 
What he was doing at that hour. 
How Jess stands with the French Forestry Mission. 
What the sergeant thought when he couldn't find a real live man in his section. 
When" Dom " will get his gold bar. 
Who threw pussy in the soup. 
If it wasn't expensive for him to ride the bucking Montana pony. 
If he really comes from Machias. 
Who stole the jam. 
If Cone (" Cohen ") will sell dry goods on his return, or spend the rest of his 

days in memorial hospitals. 
If John will take up temperance lectures on his return to Vermont. 
If " Barber Joe" had to be teased for a shave when he had a chair in Manchester. 
If we all remember ·Sgt. Horace Stevens. 
If the " Democrat" would boost our boy for chief of police. 
If " Bangor Bill " would take a job at Chattaroux. 
If the " Orderly Room Club" didn't get lost in France. Will they hold a 

reunion in Springfield? 
If " Hook" still has a corner on wheat. 
Who put the powder in his bed. 
Who told Hank he stole the milk. 
Where the Canadian sergeant went when the plane opened with machine-guns. 
If the" Old Dasher" can't tie the outriggers. 
Who fought the battle of Argenton. 
If" Doc," alias" Snuffy," can't drive a Quad. 
If" Doc" Cadoret ever returned to" Tendu." 
If " Big Jim" couldn't make mayor of Chalus. 
What! Beans again! 
If the Ford went too slow for him at Varrennes. 
If Baker and Murphy wouldn't make a good relay team. 
Why they bray when Section 1 goes by. 
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If Tiny Trudell isn't up on military etiquette when it comes to saluting field-
clerks. Let them in on it, Jim. 

Why the Yin sisters, Blanc and Rouge, never married. 
If they still have cooties down at the Langres gas-school. 
Why it rains so much these days, now that the war is over. 
If Muzzey is going in the merchant marine service when he gets back home. 
What it is that is making Sypher's hair fall out. It surely can't be the war 

that's doing it now. 
Who took Sam Morin's candy in Camp Devens, Section 4. 
Who wanted Elect. Kelly to buy him a little boy. Jakey. 
How old Sypher is in years. 
Why Sypher always wanted to go on wood-detail when there was drilling to do. 
Why they called him J akey. 
Why the doctor made the fifteen men go to work who reported sick in Marcq. 
Who it was had to stand at attention and put his heels together in Bordeaux. 
When we will go home. 
If relations between Chile and Peru are not rather cold, not to say" Chile." 

" Sleep, Baby, Sleep," sung by " Dash" Browning. 
What would happen if O'Gara lost that voice. 
If Shaw will ever learn to play the piano. 
When we are going home. 
Why Clement and Spear went to Chalus on their leave. 
Why the kitchen was short of jam and milk one morning at Bar-sur-Aube. 
What Bill Mosher would not bet on. 
Why" Pa" Lucas liked the Red Cross nurse at Mont-Dore. 
If Scotty (V. L.) is going to" drivin' mules" when he gets back to Vermont. 
What happened to Sergeant Cruickshank when Jess ran into the tree. 
Where" Doc" and Johnson anchored when they sailed out of Bar-sur-Aube. 
Who taught Corporal Fanning to handle the kickers. 
If our" Cliff" gets credit for that record run from V arrennes to Auzeville. 
If " Keg" will put on his "Seam squirrel and pant-rabbits menagerie" for 

the benefit of the boys back home. 
Who'll enlist in the next war. 
If our" Dash" has a Big Ben back home. 

-



They Say 
That Gievres is a desert in the dry season. 
That the 401st established a record for building barracks. 
That the unloading of hay and grain at Gievres is now being done by ma

chinery in an effort to beat the record of the 401st. 
That it was necessary to put a force of two hundred laborers at work repairing 

the road between camp headquarters and headquarters of the 401st Telegraph Bat
talion at Gievres. 

That central France got into the war when our train with its rolling kitchen gave 
the alarm upon entering every city and village. 

That Joe Fitzgerald always found something wrong with the rolling kitchen 
when going through a town or city. 

That it was the unanimous opinion of the other fellows that he was playing 
grand stand. 

That although some of the boys were molested, in the sleeping quarters at Aixe, 
by rats, those who slept in the hay on the other side of the wall were never troubled. 

That it was no trouble at all to get down to Limoges, but an awful grind com-
ing back. . 

That it was at the above place that Bradley acquired most of his French. 
That Bradley was known there as " Oh Wee " which comprised his vocabulary 

of French. 
That Mary-Louise's, otherwise known as Company D headquarters, was never 

patronized during working hours - or at any other time excepting in cases of sickness. 
That sickness was very prevalent, and that some of the boys never worked. 
That the fifteen-foot ladder leading up to the quarters appeared as fifty feet at 

times. 
That the single men showed their superiority over the married men on the dia-

mond at Aixe. 
That the road-building force at the Chateau put in a full eight hours each day. 
That nymphs of the woods could be seen down at the brook any afternoon. 
That the camera-man caught them by surprise one day. 
That Jack Roe will never be head cook at the Vendome, but he sure saved many 

of the boys from a trip to the hospital. He used to make flapjacks out of paper
hanger's paste, and while it was impossible to eat them, the boys used them to fill up 
the cracks in the shacks to keep the wind and rain out. 

That Sergt. Angus MacNeil while at Camp Devens used to receive, about twice a 
week, a violet-scented letter which he took great delight in poking under everybody's 
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nose. One day Joe Crotty found a can of chloride of lime and soaked Angus's pet 
letter in it. After that those letters were never sniffed by anyone but Angus. 

That it used to be hard on us when the signal came, "Lights out," but I 
remember one instance when that signal saved Jack Heffernan's life. A concert was 
being given by our Battalion, and Eddie McSweeney, acting as announcer, introduced 
Jack as the man who invented canned beef. It looked very bad for Jack, and just 
as the crowd surged around him that signal " Lights out" sounded, and our warbler 
was saved. 

That Private H--, while attending a revolver class at Camp Devens, was given 
the command, " Raise pistol - raise." Everyone in the class came to the raised 
pistol position at the command of execution, " Raise," except Private H- -, who still 
held the pistol by his side. When asked why he did not obey the order, Private 
H-- replied, " Why, I was waiting for the command, ' March.' " 

That after the class was over, one of the class asked Private H- - why he pulled 
such a bone, and Private H-- replied, " Well, I had to think of s~mething, quick, 
didn't I ?" 

That Kegler filled a straight,. once. 
That Bill Bangor was not always like that. 
That Bill Hart enjoyed Christmas muchly. 
That Sergeant Rogers is partial to the" Father of his Country." 
That there was a reason for Sergeant Senter's" mess-kit drill " at Devens Cafe 

at night. (Got any cake left, Jim?) 
That Herlonge's favorite pastime is night-riding on a mattress, or " There it 

goes again." 
That Muzzey lost a bet is the" reason " for that mustache. 
That Jess Scott once saw a man bigger than he - but we are from Missouri. 
That Sergeant Cruickshank will be able to play that trombone in time for our 

second annual reunion. 
That some one won an argument with Jim Senter once. 
That Jess Ward has broken another steering knuckle. 
That " Adjutant" Potts really wrote those" Hawkin's Electrical Guides." 
That, once, George Farrar didn't know how to cook, but we doubt it. 
That there is something Sergeant Trudell doesn't know. (We wonder what it is !) 
That " Hook " Proffitt is going to teach wrestling, " apres la guerre." 
That Joe Holloway is an expert tree-climber. 
That Cruickshank, Thresher and Shaw enjoyed the " long winter's evenings" on 

their furlough. 
That Shaw likes guard duty. 
That " Dash " Browning moved quick once. (Who wants to bet on it?) 
That Sypher lost his hair wondering how to get that officer's uniform home. 
That Dick Sands nearly went to England. (But they said no.) 
That " Cub" Farmer enjoyed Christmas with us. (We were glad to have him 

with us.) 
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That" Our Jawn " only missed reveille a few times. 
That " Hard Rock" could take his motorcycle apart in an hour, but nobody 

could ever put it together again. 
That Jeff Morrison is afraid of some things. (We wonder what they are!) 
That the mess-sergeant gave" seconds" himself once. (What, beans again!) 
That Fanning is from Providence, but we think that he must have spent some 

time in Missouri. 
That it cost Mrs. Barkie twenty-one dollars to send Barkie two Christmas boxes. 

This was for traveling expenses mostly. It must be great to live in the country. 
That" Muz " has another hunch. No, not that we are going home, but between 

his shoulders. 
That" Piper" McDonald is going on the stump for Wiggins, when he gets back 

to the States. Wiggins is going to run for town-crier. 
That" Dauntless" Joe Crotty was offended when some one accused him of gold

bricking. 
That one of our officers ran the gauntlet extending from the gate to the officers' 

quarters, one morning. 
That clubs were used with no regard for a heart. 
That Menesplet was never illuminated before in its history, as the night of our 

stop just outside of that village. 
That many made up their beds that night that should not have taken the trouble 

to do so. 
That safety pins, union buttons, key rings and the like were accepted as' souvenirs 

by the natives of the village. 
That McSweeney's French that night was destined to disrupt the party had the 

party lasted fifteen minutes longer. 
That water was out of the question. 
That pas-beaucoup, oui, je ne sais pas, par bon Francaise, s'il vous plait, all 

meant just the reverse to McSweeney. 
That the hospitality shown the boys on the job at Bordeaux by the French people 

was always in this direction, " Voulez-vous de boire? " 
N ever was the answer, " Non," and the conversation would go on thusly: Madame: 

" Du vin blanc? " He:" Oui." Madame:" Du vin rouge?" He: " Qui." Madame 
(after serving) : "Tres bien?" He:" Merci, Madame." 

That Bordeaux was a drawing card was noticeable by the vacant barracks Sat
urday afternoons and Sundays. 

That some of the fellows enjoyed the trolley-car rides out to the neighboring 
villages, but most of them could be found about the Public Gardens, talking to the 
goldfish. 

That our well-known old reliable cook took his second leave in Bordeaux, but 
we do not know whether it was to Benedictine Park or Savon Sunlight. In any event, 
his French always failed him and he was discovered lost as before. 

That some of our men wish that they were with the doughboys. 
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That Private Muzzey is the best sailor in the 401st. 
That there are some lost cooties in camp and they belong to Sergeant Campbell. 
That the luckiest man in the Battalion is the fellow who is on guard pay-night. 
That Shorty Small has become an undisputed authority on German and American 

aeroplane motors. 
That Sergt. George Campbell knew when we were going home. 
That Tom O'Gara has won more Marathon and cross-country runs than any 

other man in the Battalion. 
That Jean Reioux likes hash. 
That Sergeant Sullivan likes to work. Ask Ruby. 
That Sergt. Jim Trudell is going to enlist again. Do you believe it, boys? 
That Tom O'Gara is going on the police force when he gets back home. How 

about it, Tom? 
That Captain Sherwin has got a cure for the itch. Send it to Baker, Captain. 
The Third Army is having a fine time on the Rhine. That must have something 

to do with the rest of the bacon. How about it, Hank? 
That, after all the fun of picking details by Sergeant Murphy, it was spoiled by 

" Red " Fanning. 
That Bugler Carr is quite an authority on White Rats, 
That Sergeant Herendeen, as a builder of flagpoles, is there. 
That " Mac" can lose a hand-axe in any old pond. 
That a size one gas mask will fit a size five face at t imes. 
That a bum ear has its advantages at times. 
That those short cuts home by Bill P. Elder are generally the longest way around. 



A Tribute to the "Sallies" 
On a hill in Cheppy there is an American cemetery. Twelve Americans were 

being buried, and just about that time the German big guns were trained on the 
road and the hospital at the foot of the hill. The shells were bursting on all sides 
and it was pouring rain. After the chaplains had read a simple prayer, two Salva
tion Army gIrls stood there and sang" Abide with Me," just as if they were safe in 
some hall back in the States. 

It was a wonderful exhibition of grit, and was only one of the many ordeals 
that these "Sallies" went through. 
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